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Third Party Requirements

 The Third Party Requirements were effective June 2021 and include:

 Addition of Vital Pipelines: a subset of pipelines that are critical to the safe and reliable operation of the natural 

gas system. Damage to vital mains could result in significant negative impact to public, operation and 

maintenance requirements. 

 All Railway (extension/modification/addition) are not covered in the 3rd Party Requirements and must be brought 

forward to Enbridge.

When Drilling Parallel to Pipeline - A minimum 1.0 m (3.3 ft) buffer zone from either side of the pipeline shall be 

clearly designated and marked off around the work area.

 Excavators will be provided with a new copy of the guidelines when they receive a gas locate.

• Notable Requirements
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Third Party Requirements

• Clearances between other underground structures:

• With gas main less than 16” size – 0.6m (2ft) Horizontal and 0.3m (1ft) vertical

• Any vital main – 1.0m (3ft) Horizontal and 0.6m (2ft) vertical

• Trees or large shrubs must maintain a horizontal clearance between the edge of the root ball or open bottom container to 

the adjacent edge of the existing pipelines of not less than 3.0 m (10 ft) for Vital mains, 1.2 m from any non-vital pipeline 

and 0.6 m from any non-vital with a root deflector.

• All work within 5 m (16 ft) from either side of lines operated by Storage Transmission Operations (STO) must be approved 

by GDS prior to commencing.

• GDS requires approval for all permanent structures to be built within 7 m (22.9 ft) of GDS’s vital pipelines.

• Minimum Cover Required for Mains: Under traveled surfaces (roads): 1.2 m (4ft), Right-of-way: 1 m (3.3ft), Highways: 1.5 m 

(5ft), Water crossing, and below drainage and irrigation ditch: 1.2 m (4ft)

• Minimum Cover Required for Services: Private property: 0.5 m (1.6ft), Road crossing: 0.9 m (2.9ft)

• Notable Requirements – Cont’d
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Third Party Requirements

• Enbridge requires Notification when:

• Work Within 30 m (100ft) from either side of the right of way of a CER-regulated pipeline

• All work within 5 m (16ft) from either side of lines operated by STO 

• All other Vital Mains, work within 3 m (10ft) from either side of the Vital Main

• Vehicle Load Restrictions (Weight/ Axle Maximum Allowable load)

• Plastic Pipe: 7,000 kg (15,400 lb)

• Steel Pipe: Steel Pipe: 10,000 kg (22,046 lb)

• Equipment moving along the pipeline must be Parallel at a minimum offset of 1 m (3.3 ft) for pipelines < NPS 16. 

• Notable Requirements – Cont’d
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• Crossing Permits

 Crossing permits are required when equipment in 
excess of the weights listed below are operated in the 
vicinity of buried facilities where no pavement exists or 
where grading operations are taking place. 

 Crossing request forms must be submitted by the owner 
of the proposed work and provided to the Enbridge 
representative for review and approval prior to 
construction. The request must be submitted a 
minimum of six weeks prior to beginning work to allow 
sufficient time for review.
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• Blasting and Pile Driving

 Blasting and pile driving activities in the vicinity of GDS 
facilities require prior approval by GDS. The Blasting and 
Pile Driving Form, provided by GDS, must be submitted 
by the owner of the proposed work for all blasting and 
pile-driving operations. The request must be submitted 
a minimum of six weeks prior to beginning work to allow 
sufficient time for review.

 Blasting mats must be used to protect any exposed pipe.

 A leak survey will be completed at the end of each day of 
blasting and the results will be included in the new 
application form (see blasting/pile driving requirements)
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Third Party Observation Criteria

A GDS Representative is required to be on site to ensure the excavation or third-party activity is being safely completed near a
pipeline when:

 Excavation with mechanical equipment will occur within 5.0 m (16 ft) of CER regulated pipelines and all lines operated by 

STO.

 Excavation with mechanical equipment may take place within 3.0 m (10 ft) of vital pipelines and pipeline segments.

 Once the pipeline is exposed, mechanical excavation is then permitted up to 1.0 m (3.3 ft) from the pipeline.

 It is anticipated that blasting will take place within 30 m (100 ft) of any pipeline.

 Any other situations which requires observation, as deemed necessary by EGI.
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Third Party Observation Criteria

Notice on locate letter
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• Support of Gas Pipeline



Appendix
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Contact for Blasting, Pile Driving and Crossing Requests: 
Mitch Andryechen, Regional Engineer
Mitch.Andryechen@enbridge.com

Projects/Relocations Contact:
Naadia Carrier, Supervisor Construction Project Management
Naadia.Carrier@enbridge.com

Operations Contact:
Brian Lawlor, Supervisor Operations
Brian.Lawlor@enbridge.com

Link to Third Party Requirements Document:
Enbridge's Third Party Requirements in the Vicinity of Natural Gas Facilities


