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Blue Box Program 
 
The legislation indicates that the responsibility for Ontario’s Blue Box Program will be placed in the hands 
of the Producers that manufacture these products.  This will allow companies to manage the entire “life 
cycle” of their products, including how easily their products can be recycled. 
 
The role of municipalities will eventually change.  We may act as service providers to Producers, get out 
of the blue box recycling industry completely or operate a variation of these roles. 
 
The new model must be reviewed by all parties and transitional guidelines will need to be developed. 
Ultimately, the goal is to increase diversion, improve the environment and maintain service levels to 
residents. 
 
It is also recognized that a ‘”one size fits all” solution will not work in Ontario and alternatives to a phased 
in approach will be required. 
 
Further Blue Box program developments will be shared with Panel members as they become available. 
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Big Blues for residential roadside collection 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Slotted lid Big Blues for municipal facilities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Big Yellows for small businesses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yellow Boxes for small businesses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Downtown Sudbury Big Yellows 
 
 
 
 
 
Deskside Blue Boxes for municipal 
facilities 
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Hanging deskside organic containers  
for municipal facilities and schools 
 
 
 
 
 
Centralized waste and diversion containers  
for municipal facilities and schools 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Organic kitchen collector containers for residents 
 
 
 
 
 
Leaf Buddy large capacity leaf & yard 
container for residential roadside collection 
 
 
 
 
Small Blue Boxes with handles for  
multi-residential dwellings with centralized  
waste collection agreements 
 
 
 
 
 
Blue Box lids 
 
 
 
Staff expects the tender to be awarded prior to the end of 2017.  Once the tender pricing has been 
returned, staff will provide a follow-up report to discuss potential options for the provision of Blue Box lids. 
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bags and the recycling contractor would be required to collect the textiles on a weekly basis and place the 
bags in the blue box compartment of the co-collection vehicle.  The recycling processing contractor would 
then be responsible for preparing and shipping textiles to end markets. 
 
The pricing received for collection was over $500,000 and considered unreasonable.  In addition to the 
collection cost, staff would have to negotiate a processing cost with the recycling processing contractor. 
 
For now, staff recommends that a textile recycling program be delayed until additional details are available 
under the Waste Free Ontario Act and when adequate funding is available. 
 
 
Household Batteries 
 
Batteries are a hazardous waste item.  They are made from a number of materials including acid, lead, 
nickel, lithium, cadmium, alkaline, mercury and nickel metal hydride. 
 
Year after year, household batteries are found to be the most misplaced hazardous waste item found in 
the garbage during the City’s annual waste audits.  Efforts to educate and to provide battery storage 
containers and disposal options have failed to improve the situation. 
 
For this reason, staff requested provisional pricing for a roadside collection option in the most recent 
waste collection tender. 
 
The pricing received to deliver this service was under 
$8,000 annually which is considered reasonable. It was 
envisioned that residents would bag their household 
batteries (clear zipper bag) and place the bag at their 
collection location.  The collection contractor would collect 
the batteries in a separate compartment or in containers 
within the co-collection vehicle and deliver the batteries to a 
designated location. 
 
Transportation of the batteries from the designated location 
to a licensed battery recycling facility and the processing to 
recycle the batteries is currently fully funded by industry 
stewards and therefore would be at no cost to the City. 
 
Staff recommends that a new program for the collection of household batteries be developed and 
presented to the Operations Committee for consideration. 
 
 
Note 1 - Waste Reduction Week in Canada lead by the Recycling Council of Ontario. 

 
 








