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Purpose 
 
A masterplan for the East End of Ramsey Lake site will help guide present and future 
developments to ensure the space is being developed in a planned and coordinated 
manner.  
 
Steering Committee Members 
 
CITIZENS: 

 
Dave Battaino 
Peter Dopson 
Claire Lefebvre 
Dave Pearson 
Joel Scodnick 
Bob Rogers 
Mary Waddell 
 
TECHNICAL STAFF: 
 
Brian Cottam Assistant City manager 
Angelo Dagostino Director of Engineering & Construction Services 
Lois Harack Manager of Recreation Programs 
Paul Sajatovic Nickel District Conservation Authority 
Mark Simeoni Senior Planner, Community & Strategic Planning, City of Greater 
Sudbury 
Tin Chee Wu Senior Planner, Community & Strategic Planning, City of Greater Sudbury 
Mike Petryna Councillor 
 

http://www.city.greatersudbury.on.ca/content/planning/documents/Ramsey_Sat_Image_Large.pdf


EAST END OF RAMSEY LAKE MASTER PLAN  

 

East End of Ramsey Lake  

Masterplan – Request for Proposal 

1. Background 

Council for the City of Sudbury and the Friends of Camp Sudaca are seeking the services of a 
consultant(s) qualified to prepare a Masterplan and conduct a hydrogeological study for Camp 
Sudaca and surrounding publically owned lands. 

City Council passed the following resolution at their meeting of July 14, 1999: 

"Whereas Camp Sudaca has a long tradition of serving the youth of the City of Sudbury; 

AND Whereas Camp Sudaca will serve all residents in the future; 

AND WHEREAS Camp Sudaca’s continued success will, in part, depend on an ongoing 
positive relationship with the community; 

AND WHEREAS the need to define new partnerships is key to Camp Sudaca’s long term 
survival; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that City Council endorses the establishment of a group of 
interested citizens to support the long terms viability of Camp Sudaca; 

AND FURTHER to develop a Plan for the long term physical development of Camp Sudaca and 
surrounding lands." 

  

A Masterplan for this site will help guide present and future developments to ensure the space 
is being developed in a planned and co-ordinated manner. The Masterplan will also be used as 
a tool with respect to potential funding partners to offer them an opportunity for funding 
participation in this part of our community.  

This Masterplan has its basis in the Ramsey Lake Community Improvement Plan. The Vision 
and policies of this document will be used to guide the development of the East End of Ramsey 
Lake Masterplan. 

This Masterplan will consist of two components. The first component will be the preparation of a 
Masterplan for Camp Sudaca and surrounding publically owned lands. The second component 
will be a hydrogeological study of the aquifer outflow of Moonlight Beach. The aquifer outflow at 
Moonlight Beach is a crucial component of Ramsey Lake watershed. Intensified development of 
Moonlight Beach could significantly affect the quantity and quality of Sudbury’s water supply. 
Lands that should be investigated should include lands currently owned by the City as part of 
the Moonlight Beach Park as well as privately owned lands further east, the extent of which 
should be determined by the hydrogeological requirements of that area. 

Our intention is to obtain one submission regarding the preparation of both the Masterplan and 
the hydrogeological study even though this may involve more than one consultant. In this 
regard, we are requesting that consultants work together in terms of responding to this request 



for proposal. 

2. Opportunity 

• The City owns some 300 acres at the east end of Ramsey Lake, they currently are used 
as, mountain biking trails, X-country ski trails, snowmobile trails, the Moonlight Beach 
facility, Camp Sudaca, a pleasant natural setting, in short, a city wide recreational 
focus. The area abuts lands owned by the Nickel District Conservation Authority, which 
in itself represents additional opportunities. The area is also serviced by public transit.  

• The opportunity was first recognized in the Ramsey Lake Community Improvement 
Plan.  

• The opportunity now is to proceed to develop a comprehensive Masterplan for Camp 
Sudaca and surrounding lands which conceptualizes all the possibilities of improving 
this area to everyone’s benefit. It is important that we view the whole east end of the 
lake as one opportunity.  

3. Steering Committee 

It is our intention to bring together a cross section of the community to focus on the needs of the 
east end of Ramsey Lake. We will facilitate the process which will shape the future of this part 
of the community, we will achieve consensus amongst the stakeholders as to how best 
proceed, we will deliver a plan which will allow Council and the community to work together to 
achieve the Vision of the Plan. It is intended that the Steering Committee will consist of 
individuals who will represent a cross section of the various user groups of the study area. 

4. Purpose 

To develop a comprehensive Open Space Masterplan for the development of Camp Sudaca 
and surrounding lands, that will co-ordinate the development of this major recreational asset in 
our community. This Masterplan will have at its basis a hydrogeological study which will 
influence the direction of the Plan. 

This Plan will also consider the tourism benefits of this facility. 

5. Objectives 

The objectives of the Masterplan will be to: 

1. determine all issues and challenges facing the site  
2. obtain input from the community  
3. synthesize all information and create one comprehensive Plan.  
4. conduct an evaluation of the tourism potential  
5. develop a series of guiding principles for the long-term viability of this area  

6. Resource Material 

Material available to the consultant include: 

• existing aerial photography  
• existing mapping of the site  
• servicing drawings for site  
• any and all other maps and drawings of the study area that is in the possession of 



either the Regional Municipality or the City of Sudbury.  

7. Public Input 

Issues and concerns of user groups of the site as well as the general public will have to be 
determined. Public meetings will be required to define issues and concerns. Information from 
these sessions will help to determine and define the final Plan. 

8. Deliverables 

The main deliverable shall be a Plan/document that will illustrate a comprehensive Open Space 
Masterplan for Camp Sudaca and surrounding lands. The Plan will deal with the area identified 
as the study area on the attached map. This Plan will also portray the results of the 
hydrogeological study. 

9. Product 

i) Report 
A report is to be prepared. This report should address the following: 
a) process and approach; summary of public input; rationale for final product 
b) the philosophy for the site 
c) program of uses 
d) explanation of concept/design (reductions of drawing to be incorporated into report) 
e) implementation Plan 
f) budget and phasing strategy 

ii) Drawings 
The following are the minimum drawings required: 
a) Conceptual Analysis 

• opportunities and constraints as determined and defined for the site  

b) Masterplan 

• the final design and proposal for development  
• all existing and proposed structures and developments  
• all proposed landscape elements both "hard" and "soft" landscaping  

c) Landscape Concept Plan 

• illustrating conceptual and location of plant materials  

d) Conceptual 

• drawings for a ‘lodge’ building to be constructed at Camp Sudaca  

iii) Product Development 

a) Issues to be addressed during the development of the Plan include: 



Existing form 

• grading and drainage  
• views  
• circulation (pedestrian and vehicular throughout site)  
• vegetation  

Sensory Features 

• uses of site by various groups  
• existing materials and colours  
• landmarks  

Cultural features 

• use of site, area required for various activities and or functions  
• recreational, passive uses and functions of site  
• utilities  
• land ownership and control  

Human Needs 

• requirements  
• signing  

Financial Implications 

• available financial resources to complete this project  
• maintenance cost for proposed development and site components  

In addition, the consultant may present information of the development proposed for the site in 
the form of plans, sections, elevations, perspectives, a photo montage or other suitable graphic 
material. Scales for the drawings may be based on the understanding of the project, however 
suggested scales are 1:500 for the main Masterplan and 1:200 for those requiring more detail. 

The consultant must provide reductions of all drawings. These must also be reproduced in 
colour and form part of the final report. 
 
10. Time Frame 

Completion date of this Masterplan is intended to be March of 2001. 

11. Upset Limit 

An upset limit for this project has been set at $70,000. This amount is to include all expenses 
including taxes and incidental costs. We are limiting the amount that can be spent on the 
hydrogeological study to $25,000 with $45,000 being reserved for the preparation of the 
Masterplan. 

12. Selection Criteria 



The Steering Committee will shortlist consultants on the basis of proposals received, and may 
hold interviews. The Steering Committee will make the final selection. 

• Bidding consultants will be notified in writing as to whether their proposal is selected.  
• The Steering Committee reserves the right not to accept the lowest or any proposal.  
• The Steering Committee reserves the right to deal with consultants individually even 

though we require one submission regarding both the Masterplan and the 
hydrogeological study.  

13. Submission Requirement 

A submission is required to outline your firms qualifications and experience. This submission 
should include the following: 

i) Team Members 

a) Qualifications 

• team members  
• firms qualifications  

b) Experience with Open Space Master Planning 

• Team members  
• Firm’s experience  

14. Understanding of the Project 

• understanding of the task  
• methodology and general work approach  
• new ideas and techniques  
• time frame  
• cost  

15. Deadline 

Sealed envelopes provided by the Corporation will be received with ten (10) copies of the 
proposal at the Office of the City Clerk, Tom Davies Square, 200 Brady Street, Sudbury, 
Ontario P3A 5P3 until 11:00 a.m. (our time), on Tuesday, November 28, 2000. Proposals will be 
opened at 2:00 p.m., on Tuesday, November 28, 2000, in Committee Room C-13A, Main Floor, 
Tom Davies Square, 200 Brady Street, Sudbury, Ontario. 

16. Selection Criteria 

The following criteria will be used by the Committee in selecting the architectural firm: 

Points 

15 • Demonstrated ability to complete projects on budget and on time 
30 • Qualifications and experience 
10 • Ability to meet timetable 



45 • Competitive fee schedule 
100 Total 

17. For Further Information contact 

Lois Harack  
674-3141 ext. 2453 
Manager of Recreation Programs 
Leisure Service Section, City of Sudbury 

 



MEETING AGENDA 

Thursday December 21, 2000 
Time: 3:00 pm - 4:30 pm 
Location: Tom Davies Square - Room C-12 

Items: 

1. Introduction and Study Background - Lois Harack 
2. Review of Proposal; Work Program/Deliverables/Reporting Format. D. Castellan, R. Todhunter 
3. Hydrology Component; Review Revised Scope 
4. List of Contacts and Public Participation Program 
5. Project Scheduling and Meetings 
6. Background Information, Mapping, Boundaries 
7. New Business 

Minutes of Meeting Held December 21, 2000 
 
Attendees: 
Dave Battaino, Peter Dobson, Claire Lefebvre, Joel Scodnick, Bob Rogers, Mary Waddell 
Paul Sajatovic, Mark Simeoni, Tin Chee Wu, Mike Petryna, Réal Carré, R. Todhunter 
Dennis Castellan, Tim James, Dr. D. Pearson 

Technical Staff 
Brian Cottam - Assistant City Manager 
Réal Carré - Director of Leisure, Community and Volunteer Services 
Angelo Dagostino - Director of Engineering and Construction Services 
Lois Harack - Chair, Technical Staff 
Paul Sajatovic - Nickel District Conservation Authority 
Mark Simeoni - Senior Planner, Long Range Planning 
Tin Chee Wu - Senior Planner, Long Range Planning 

The following items were discussed during this start up meeting.  

Item No. 1 - Introductions and Study Background 
Lois Harack introduced the Steering Committee in attendance and provided background to the study and 
the need for a vision and master plan for the East End of the Lake and Camp Sudaca. Dennis Castellan 
then introduced the consultant team. 

Item No. 2 - Hydrological Study 
There was discussion with respect to the hydrological study and the proposed work program. It was 
agreed that the hydrological component will be reassessed at the end of Phase 1 of this study so that the 
hydrology work can be tailored to meet the needs of the overall study. 
Mark Simeoni indicated that the aquifer is to be protected under the community improvement plan. 

Item No. 3 - Public Communication 

• Mark Simeoni indicated that the City of Sudbury’s Planning web site can be utilized to promote this 
study. 
• It was also noted that residents on Dube Road will want to be informed of this study. 
• Science North and Laurentian University will be contacted re: their input and potential role in the master 
plan. 



Item No. 4 - Water Quality 
It was noted that Lake Ramsey is likely Canada’s largest freshwater lake in an urban setting and that 
water quality preservation and the community’s role in retaining water quality is an important starting 
point. 
Storm water management issues relating to the watershed are to be addressed. 
Mechanisms to protect the water supply are integral to this plan. 

Item No. 5 - Camp Sudaca Issues 
Background to Camp Sudaca was provided by Lois Harack. It was suggested that former staff members 
and families who have used the camp should also be contacted. 
Camp Sudaca, it was noted, will remain a public facility, and since it is now making a profit, this financial 
position should be maintained. 
Market Position - in determining an update vision for Camp Sudaca, the Walden and SDCA camps 
should be considered as complementary facilities (re: education program). 

• Laurentian University and Science North should be contacted re: New Mandate 
• A business plan, in which City Council can buy into is also important in order to seek Council support 
and funding for new capital works for Camp Sudaca Partnerships. 

The East End of Ramsey Lake Master Plan should be tailored to be endorsed and implemented by a 
stewardship group such as the Ramsey Lake Development Corporation. 

Item No. 6 - Project Schedule 
It was agreed that the project time line (4 month study schedule) will be attempted to be met, however, 
given our late study commencement, the project will not be completed until the end of April versus March 
deadline. 

Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be scheduled for Tuesday January 30th at 3:00 pm at Tom Davies Square - (room 
to be confirmed). 
 



MEETING AGENDA  
 
Tuesday January 30, 2001 
Time: 3:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
Location: Tom Davies Square - Room C-12  

Items: 

1. Review of Minutes 
2. Review of Phase 1 Report - Inventory Analysis and Master Plan Direction 
3. Hydrological Overview 
4. Discussion (All) 

• Greenway Concept and Objectives  
• Proposed Greenway Management Areas  
• Hydrological Deliverables  

5. The Next Phase - Moonlight Beach/Sudaca Master Plan 
6. New Business 
7. Next Meeting 

East End of Ramsey Lake Master Plan 
Minutes of Meeting No. 2 
Tuesday January 30, 2001  
Location: Tom Davies Square - Room C-12 
 
Attendees: 
Dave Battaino, Peter Dobson, Claire Lefebvre, Bob Rogers, Paul Sajatovic, Mark Simeoni,Tin 
Chee Wu,  
Reál Carré, R. Todhunter, Dennis Castellan, Dr. D. Pearson, Dave Courtemanche, Justin Denis,  
S. Catanguay, S.A. Kirchhefer 
Distribution: 
Mary Waddell, Tim James, Joel Scodnick, Mike Petryna 

The following items were discussed during this Phase 1 meeting. 
 
Item No. 1 - Review of Meeting Minutes No. 1 
The following revisions to these minutes were requested: 

• Clair Lefebvre noted that the study completion should read May 1, 2001, not May 30th  
• Dave Battaino noted that the minutes should indicate that First Nations groups will be 

invited to contribute to this study.  

Item No. 2 - Review of Phase 1 Report 
R. Todhunter and Dennis Castellan provided an overhead presentation of the Phase 1 Report. 
The following input was provided by the Steering Committee. 

East End vs West End of Ramsey Lake 
The bathometry contours of Ramsey Lake were reviewed and it was noted that the "East End" of 
the lake encompasses all of the lake east of the Bethel Peninsula versus only the Moonlight 
Beach /Sudaca area as defined in the C.I.P.. This expanded geographic base will constitute new 
study boundaries. 
 



Ramsey Lake Significance 
Bob Rogers noted that the concept of Ramsey Lake as the "healthy Heart" should not be lost. M. 
Simeoni noted that Ramsey Lake is one of many lakes in the new Greater City. 
Acknowledgement of other (300 lakes larger than 10 hectares) should be noted. 

Lake Levels/Damming 
Peter Dobson indicated that it should be noted that the lake was dammed prior to the turn of the 
century. Peter will provide data to consultants. 

Social/Recreation History of Ramsey Lake 

• M. Simeoni noted that none of the rich social/recreational history of the Lake over the 
past 100 years is noted in the report. Consultants are to contact Bill Grace for historic 
data.  

• Consultants will expand upon and develop the broad notion of Ramsey Lake's pivotal role 
of providing Sudburians with both social/recreation and natural environment based 
opportunities.  

Quality of Life Infrastructure 
M. Simeoni noted that the master plan document should be focused towards identifying quality of 
life improvements to all Sudburians. 

Ramsey Lake Greenway Mission Statement 

• Committee members will provide input and revise the mission statement throughout the 
course of the master planning process.  

• Greenways and "white ways" (winter) are to be considered in plan.  

Leisure Plan 
The master plan should speak to the leisure plan re: healthy city 

Clarification of Land Tenure 
The greenway official plan design items are to be revised as per concerns raised by David 
Pearson re: Laurentian University. 

Master Plan Mandate 
The consultants confirmed that the next phases of the work program will focus on the Moonlight 
Beach/Sudaca Master plan mandate. O.P. Amendments etc. for the entire lake are not part of our 
mandate, but water quality/quantity recommendations and BMP solutions will be provided as part 
of the East end Master Plan. 

Conservation Area Management Zone 
The consultants proposed conservation zone (includes NDCA, City owned lands and proposed 
lands to be purchased) was endorsed by the Committee. It was noted however, that the following 
focus should prevail in the future. 

Sudaca - shall focus on outdoor adventure recreation while NDCA focus will continue to deliver 
outdoor environmental education. Note: Reference to "Camp" will be dropped in all references to 
Sudaca as its mandate will be far broader than a day camp. 
 
Item No. 3 - New Business 
1. Selection of a Chair 



It was forwarded that Dave Battaino would act as chairperson of this committee. Bob Rogers will 
be asked to act as co-chair (to be confirmed).  

2. "What If" Session 
D. Castellan forwarded the idea of having a "brain storming" session with respect to the master 
plan.  
This "What If" session is scheduled for: 

Date: Monday February 12, 2001,  
Time: 6:00 pm,  
Location: Older Adult Centre, 140 Durham Street

3. Next Meetings 

a) Phase II Master Plan Report  

Date: Monday February 26th, 2001 

Time: 6:00 to 9:00 pm 

Location: Room C12, Tom Davies Square 

b) Public Meeting  

Date: Wednesday February 28, 2001 

Time: 7:00 pm 

Location: Council Chamber, Tom Davies Square 

 
Note: a special invitation to Dube Road residents to attend this public meeting should be 
forwarded by City staff. 

Any errors or omissions to these minutes should be reported to Rodger Todhunter or Dennis 
Castellan.  

 



East End of Ramsey Lake Master Plan 
M I N U T E S O F M E E T I N G N o. 3 
Monday February  26, 2001 
Location: Tom Davies Square - Room C-12 
 
Attendees: Lois Harack, Peter Dobson, Claire Lefebvre, Paul Sajatovic, Mark Simeoni, Tin Chee 
Wu, 
Reál Carré, R. Todhunter, Dennis Castellan 
Distribution: Bob Rogers, Dr. D. Pearson, Dave Courtemanche, Mary Waddell, Tim James, Joel 
Scodnick, Mike Petryna, Dave Battaino, Angelo D’Agostino, Cindy Dent, Ted Durbas, Chris Gore, 
Lynn Moulaison 
 
The following items were discussed during this Phase II meeting.  

Item No. 1 – Review of Meeting Minutes No. 2 
Paul Sajatovic requested that the previous minutes be revised to note Mr. Kirchhefer’s 
presentation and NCDC Board involvement in any Conservation land policy changes. Lois Harack 
also noted that her name was absent on the attendee list. Minutes were revised and distributed to 
Lois Harack. 

Item No. 2 – Confirmation of Committee Chairs 
Lois Harack indicated that both Dave Battaino and Bob Rogers have accepted their respective 
positions as Chair and Co-Chair of this committee. 

Item No. 3 – What If Session Minutes 
The minutes of this session were approved. 

Item No. 4 – Master Planning Goal Statement for East End of Ramsey Lake 
The goal statement for the East End was endorsed by the Committee, only the word "water" is to 
be added. 
Also, any reference to City should be referenced "City of Greater Sudbury". 
Mark Simeoni indicated that in the final report amendments to changing the secondary plan 
should be incorporated. 

Item No. 5 – Land Requirements 
R. Todhunter is to confirm land ownership with Keith Forester for the land tenure of the "Greater 
City Park". 

Item No. 6 – Phase II Report 
There were a number of editorial changes requested regarding the report. These were noted by 
the consultants and will be changed. 

Item No. 7 – Sudaca Future Development 
The Committee agreed that Sudaca would not become a residential Camp, however Lois Harack 
wants to investigate winter accommodation uses. 
Focus of Sudaca should be outdoor adventure and instruction, leadership training, arts and crafts. 
A sport camp concept will not be encouraged. Sudaca should provide a unique niche to existing 
regional facilities (eg, Falcona). 
Sudaca should also have a corporate function role (retreats), and be available for rent (weddings, 
family events). The main lodge will likely accommodate no more than 100 users for these events. 

Other Uses 
Sudaca could also be used as a centre for mountain biking and a bird sanctuary; girl guide and 
boy scout uses are also to be accommodated. 



Comparables 
R. Todhunter is to follow up with the YMCA and Tim Horton’s re: comparable types of multi-use 
camps. 

Item No. 8 – Public Meeting 
The meeting format was discussed. 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 pm. 

Item No. 9 Next Meeting 
Lois Harack is to confirm the next meeting date. The meeting is scheduled for Tuesday March 
27th, 2001 from 5:30pm to 8:30pm, Room C-12 Tom Davies Square. 

Addendum to Minutes – Public Meeting Response 
The consultants felt that the Ramsey Lake Greenway and Greater City Park concepts were 
endorsed by the public. 
Some of the issues to be addressed in the plan which were raised by the public include: 

• Noise and light pollution of Moonlight Beach/Sudaca development  
• Wish of Dube residents for city water and sewage connections and need to upgrade 

roads and park vehicular circulation  
• Plan should not only address Greenway, but Ramsey Lake "Whiteway" and "Waterway" 

components. 

 



East End of Ramsey Lake Master Plan 
Minutes of Meeting No. 4 
Tuesday March 27, 2001 
Location: Tom Davies Square – Room C-12  

Attendees: Dave Courtemanche, Lois Harack, Peter Dobson, Claire Lefebvre, Paul Sajatovic, 
Tin Chee Wu, Joel Scodnick, Reál Carré, Mary Waddell, Dr. D. Pearson, A. D’Agostino, R. 
Todhunter, Dennis Castellan 
Distribution: Bob Rogers, Dave Battaino, Tim James, Mike Petryna, Cindy Dent, Ted Durbas, 
Chris Gore, Lynn Moulaison 

The following items were discussed during this Phase II meeting. 

Item No. 1 – Review of Meeting Minutes No. 2 
Paul Sajatovic requested that the previous minute amendments be revised as follows: 

Paul Sajatovic requested that the previous minutes be revised to note Mr. Kirchhefer’s 
presentation and NDCA Board involvement in any Conservation land policy decision 
contemplated if related directly to Conservation Authority owned lands. 

The minutes were approved. R. Todhunter noted that on the minutes Dube Road residents 
requested full water and sewer service. A. D’Agostino indicated that perhaps the residents could 
be serviced under a current program as existing City pumping/piping capacity in that area is 
inadequate. 

Item No. 2 – Capital Works 
Reál Carré indicated that $50,000 has been put in this year’s capital budget for park road 
improvement. 

The East End Lion’s Club has also indicated a willingness to contribute to a capital project at the 
East End of Lake Ramsey. 

Lois Harack indicated that the City should first clean up and improve existing facilities before 
embarking on new projects. 
 
Item No. 3 – Positioning East End of Ramsey Lake 
Angelo D’Agostino noted that City Council sees Ramsey as a City gem, and that it is important 
that the East End be positioned as an integral part of the entire Lake. 

Peter Dobson noted that the development of the East End fosters the healthy City concept and 
this should also be reinforced in the report. 

Item No. 4 – Funding 
Reál Carré inquired as to funding sources and the consultants indicated they feel the City 
probably has a handle on all available sources, but they will list potential funding sources and 
possible partners in the report. 

Item No. 5 – East End Master Plan 
R. Todhunter presented the Master Plan for the Greater City Park. The plan was endorsed except 
for the following concerns: 

• The proposed emergency access to Navanod is impossible given recent housing 
construction; Peter Dobson indicated that a CP underpass could be used  



• The proposed transient dock should be moved further to the west on NDCA lands; P. 
Sajatovic indicated that a site visit by boat should be undertaken to confirm if this is 
possible.  

Item No. 6 – Cooperative/Integration of South Shore Public Land Holdings 
Angelo D’Agostino and D. Pearson indicated that an integrated approach by all land owners (City, 
NDCA, Laurentian U., Science North) along the lake should be the goal so that recreational use 
of all of the south rim is possible. The goal should be cooperation and integration of recreation 
resources (eg, expanded cross country or mountain bike trail network). 

Item No. 7 – Mission Statement 
The mission statement for Sudaca has been revised as follows: 

Sudaca will continue as a municipally run children’s day camp focusing on outdoor adventure 
recreation and leadership training. Sudaca will provide superior programming and group 
experiences for children with emphasis on skill development and exposure to creative arts and 
crafts and outdoor activities. 

In addition to this Core Function, Sudaca will also be utilized for community and recreation 
service functions on a year round basis. 

Item No. 8 – Importance of Sudaca 
Both Lois Harack and P. Dobson indicated that the report should highlight the role and 
importance of Sudaca to the lives of 18,000 children who have benefited from the camp 
experience and why the City should stay in this business. 

Item No. 9 – Sudaca Visioning and Future Scenarios 
R. Todhunter presented an operational model for Camp Sudaca, and Dennis Castellan presented 
a series of opportunities, visions and potential activities for Sudaca. Response to this discussion 
was as follows: 

• "South Rim" activities should not radiate from Sudaca, rather each of the major land 
holder’s should be asked to partner and offer what they "do best" to potential Sudaca 
users.(refer to Item no.6 also)  

• Sudaca should continue to focus on outdoor adventure recreation (not education) as its 
core value and enhance these activities with the understanding that ‘fun & learning are 
inherent characteristics of those activities; a multi-purpose lodge building will be a great 
asset and will function as a community asset; all buildings (lodge, satellite 
structures/event areas are to be designed with maximum flexibility for multiple use year 
round function  

• The 1-2 week day camp experience is to also include the Rookie camp (5-6 year olds) as 
well as senior leadership (16-17 year olds)  

• 2-3 day use of the site can occur in shoulder seasons.  
• Camp AXIOM should read – (SUDACA – Discovery Adventure, Fun) –  
• Instead of utilizing Sudaca solely as the interpretive and outdoor adventure focal point, 

use this whole master planning exercise (and document) as a public outreach 
mechanism so as to increase awareness of the "rim", the watershed, aquifer; perhaps 
camp programmers can show "ribbon of life" (by canoe) – in other words those 
qualities/aspects that are unique to the East End Rim should be showcased.  

• The buildings should reflect a leadership position in water quality issues, green 
architecture and environmental issues affecting building design and construction  

Item No. 10 – Implementation Considerations 
a) Friends of Sudaca 



The Committee indicated that the consultants should note the important role and future 
responsibility of "Friends of Sudaca" in the final report. This group will continue to be active in 
encouraging the City to develop Sudaca, to seek partners (eg, service clubs) and as stewards for 
this end of Lake Ramsey 

b) Ramsey Lake Stewardship 
This report, and as endorsed by the Transition Board will support the following resolution: 

That this Council petition the Transition Board of the City of Greater Sudbury to create a Ramsey 
Lake Community Development Corporation as part of the governance structure of the City of 
Greater Sudbury for the purpose of guiding the stewardship of Ramsey Lake as set out in a report 
dated July 19th, 2000 from the Assistant City Manager, Engineering and Community Services. 

• Phasing, Priorities and Costs will be developed for budget purposes.  

Item No. 11 – Next Meetings 
Steering Committee Meeting – Wednesday April 25 at 3:00 pm 
Public Meeting – Thursday April 26th (to be confirmed) 
Council Presentation – Tuesday May 22 

Any errors or omissions to these minutes should be reported to Rodger Todhunter or Dennis 
Castellan. 
Prepared by: Rodger Todhunter  
Distributed by: Dennis Castellan 

 



East End of Ramsey Lake Master Plan 
Minutes of Meeting  N o.  5 
Wednesday April 25, 2001 
Location: Tom Davies Square – Room C-12   

Attendees: Bob Rogers, Lois Harack, Dave Battaino, Cindy Dent, Peter Dobson,  Claire Lefebvre,  
Paul Sajatovic, Tin Chee Wu, Joel Scodnick, Reál Carré, Mary Waddell, Dr. D. Pearson, R. Todhunter, 
Dennis Castellan 
Distribution: Dave Courtemanche, Tim James, A. D’Agostino, Mike Petryna, Ted Durbas, Chris Gore,  
Lynn Moulaison 
 
The following items were discussed during this Steering Committee meeting.  

Item No. 1 – Review of Meeting Minutes No. 4 
These were adopted without changes  

Item No. 2 – Mission Statement 
Bob Rogers noted the importance of instilling environmental values in young children and requested that 
the mission statement be revised. Revised Statement will read as:  

Sudaca will continue as a municipally run children’s day camp focusing on outdoor adventure, 
recreation, leadership training and environmental stewardship. Sudaca will provide superior 
programming and group experiences for children and youth with emphasis on skill development 
and exposure to creative arts and crafts and outdoor activities. 

In addition to this Core Function, Sudaca will also be utilized for community and recreation service 
functions on a year round basis. 
 
Item No. 3 – Site Planning Issues 
R. Todhunter provided an overview of the site plan and detail changes will be incorporated into final 
master plan. 

Item No. 4 – Home Lodge 
Dennis Castellan provided an overhead presentation of the proposed 7,000 square foot Home Lodge. 
There was detailed discussion re: storage and circulation. These will be revised by CLJ + Architects in the 
final plan. 

•  It was requested that the building be named as part of a city wide advertised public competition  
• The building is also to be setback 12.1 m from the high watermark of Ramsey Lake.  

Item No. 5 – Market Overview 
It was noted that Task 3.9 is still to be completed by the consultants.  

Item No. 6 – Hydrological Component 
After discussion with respect to the need for continuing on with hydrological component, it was  concluded 
by the Steering Committee that additional work was not needed. Motioned by Mary Waddell that this part 
of the study be terminated as the master plan is comprised of low impact uses. Seconded by Joel 
Scotnick. The remaining $13,000 will be reallocated.  

Item No. 7 – Phasing and Priorities 
The phasing and priorities were reviewed by R. Todhunter and revised for the public meeting. Attached is 
the revised table. Steering Committee members should indicate their own priorities to the attached and 



forward a copy to Cindy Dent by May 18, 2001.  

Item No. 8 – Timing 
It was decided that the final presentation will be in June. 
M. Simeoni will confirm the timeline and report to Cindy Dent and the consultants.  

Addendum to Minutes 
At the public meeting Councillor Courtemanche requested that the name Greater City Park be used as a 
working title only, as the City may want to call the new park a different name, or perhaps open it to public 
name giving competition.  

Any errors or omissions to these minutes should be reported to Rodger Todhunter or Dennis Castellan. 
Prepared and Distributed by: Rodger Todhunter  

   

PHASING, PRIORITIES AND COSTS   Table 6.1:  Phasing/Priorities/Costs  

0-2  

Yrs  

3-5  

Yrs  

5+  

Yrs  

   

Component  
   

Description  
Order of Magnitude  

Cost/Year  
      0-2  3-5  5+  

EAST END OF RAMSEY LAKE GREENWAY              
•  •  •  Promote stewardship mechanisms for 

Riparian zone  
Ongoing public 
awareness campaign           

•  •  •  Trail segments of Greenway urban trail  Connection to 
Laurentian University           

                        
                        

GREATER CITY PARK              
•        Opening of Greater City Park  Special Event           
•        Purchase lands (308 acres private, 158 

acres Crown)              
•  •     Park entrance road improvements (median, 

landscaping)  
Includes paving to 
CPR tracks           

   •     Development of Picnic Area / RV / Trails  Frenchmen’s Bay           
   •     Redeveloped Parking Lots  At Moonlight Beach           
   •     Trail plan  Greenway / Whiteway, 

plus interpretive plan           
•  •     Park gateway and signage program              
                        
                        

SUDACA MASTER PLAN  
•  •  •  Design and construction of hiking trail 

network  
For new parkland, includes 
kiosk          

•  •     Construct multi-purpose lodge building             
•  •     New Road and access to Trailhead             
•  •     Site improvements and amenities             



   •     Waterfront Boardwalk             
•  •     Satellite buildings             

Subtotal a)  0-2 years     
Subtotal b) 3-5 years     
Subtotal c) 5+ years     

Total Order of Magnitude Costs     

Source: Castellan Luciw James + Architects Inc. / Rodger Todhunter Associates Inc., 200  

 



MEETING AGENDA  
 
Tuesday January 30, 2001 
Time: 3:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
Location: Tom Davies Square - Room C-12  

Items: 

1. Review of Minutes 
2. Review of Phase 1 Report - Inventory Analysis and Master Plan Direction 
3. Hydrological Overview 
4. Discussion (All) 

• Greenway Concept and Objectives  
• Proposed Greenway Management Areas  
• Hydrological Deliverables  

5. The Next Phase - Moonlight Beach/Sudaca Master Plan 
6. New Business 
7. Next Meeting 

East End of Ramsey Lake Master Plan 
Minutes of Meeting No. 2 
Tuesday January 30, 2001  
Location: Tom Davies Square - Room C-12 
 
Attendees: 
Dave Battaino, Peter Dobson, Claire Lefebvre, Bob Rogers, Paul Sajatovic, Mark Simeoni,Tin 
Chee Wu,  
Reál Carré, R. Todhunter, Dennis Castellan, Dr. D. Pearson, Dave Courtemanche, Justin Denis,  
S. Catanguay, S.A. Kirchhefer 
Distribution: 
Mary Waddell, Tim James, Joel Scodnick, Mike Petryna 

The following items were discussed during this Phase 1 meeting. 
 
Item No. 1 - Review of Meeting Minutes No. 1 
The following revisions to these minutes were requested: 

• Clair Lefebvre noted that the study completion should read May 1, 2001, not May 30th  
• Dave Battaino noted that the minutes should indicate that First Nations groups will be 

invited to contribute to this study.  

Item No. 2 - Review of Phase 1 Report 
R. Todhunter and Dennis Castellan provided an overhead presentation of the Phase 1 Report. 
The following input was provided by the Steering Committee. 

East End vs West End of Ramsey Lake 
The bathometry contours of Ramsey Lake were reviewed and it was noted that the "East End" of 
the lake encompasses all of the lake east of the Bethel Peninsula versus only the Moonlight 
Beach /Sudaca area as defined in the C.I.P.. This expanded geographic base will constitute new 
study boundaries. 
 



Ramsey Lake Significance 
Bob Rogers noted that the concept of Ramsey Lake as the "healthy Heart" should not be lost. M. 
Simeoni noted that Ramsey Lake is one of many lakes in the new Greater City. 
Acknowledgement of other (300 lakes larger than 10 hectares) should be noted. 

Lake Levels/Damming 
Peter Dobson indicated that it should be noted that the lake was dammed prior to the turn of the 
century. Peter will provide data to consultants. 

Social/Recreation History of Ramsey Lake 

• M. Simeoni noted that none of the rich social/recreational history of the Lake over the 
past 100 years is noted in the report. Consultants are to contact Bill Grace for historic 
data.  

• Consultants will expand upon and develop the broad notion of Ramsey Lake's pivotal role 
of providing Sudburians with both social/recreation and natural environment based 
opportunities.  

Quality of Life Infrastructure 
M. Simeoni noted that the master plan document should be focused towards identifying quality of 
life improvements to all Sudburians. 

Ramsey Lake Greenway Mission Statement 

• Committee members will provide input and revise the mission statement throughout the 
course of the master planning process.  

• Greenways and "white ways" (winter) are to be considered in plan.  

Leisure Plan 
The master plan should speak to the leisure plan re: healthy city 

Clarification of Land Tenure 
The greenway official plan design items are to be revised as per concerns raised by David 
Pearson re: Laurentian University. 

Master Plan Mandate 
The consultants confirmed that the next phases of the work program will focus on the Moonlight 
Beach/Sudaca Master plan mandate. O.P. Amendments etc. for the entire lake are not part of our 
mandate, but water quality/quantity recommendations and BMP solutions will be provided as part 
of the East end Master Plan. 

Conservation Area Management Zone 
The consultants proposed conservation zone (includes NDCA, City owned lands and proposed 
lands to be purchased) was endorsed by the Committee. It was noted however, that the following 
focus should prevail in the future. 

Sudaca - shall focus on outdoor adventure recreation while NDCA focus will continue to deliver 
outdoor environmental education. Note: Reference to "Camp" will be dropped in all references to 
Sudaca as its mandate will be far broader than a day camp. 
 
Item No. 3 - New Business 
1. Selection of a Chair 



It was forwarded that Dave Battaino would act as chairperson of this committee. Bob Rogers will 
be asked to act as co-chair (to be confirmed).  

2. "What If" Session 
D. Castellan forwarded the idea of having a "brain storming" session with respect to the master 
plan.  
This "What If" session is scheduled for: 

Date: Monday February 12, 2001,  
Time: 6:00 pm,  
Location: Older Adult Centre, 140 Durham Street

3. Next Meetings 

a) Phase II Master Plan Report  

Date: Monday February 26th, 2001 

Time: 6:00 to 9:00 pm 

Location: Room C12, Tom Davies Square 

b) Public Meeting  

Date: Wednesday February 28, 2001 

Time: 7:00 pm 

Location: Council Chamber, Tom Davies Square 

 
Note: a special invitation to Dube Road residents to attend this public meeting should be 
forwarded by City staff. 

Any errors or omissions to these minutes should be reported to Rodger Todhunter or Dennis 
Castellan.  

 



East End of Ramsey Lake Master Plan 
M I N U T E S O F M E E T I N G N o. 3 
Monday February  26, 2001 
Location: Tom Davies Square - Room C-12 
 
Attendees: Lois Harack, Peter Dobson, Claire Lefebvre, Paul Sajatovic, Mark Simeoni, Tin Chee 
Wu, 
Reál Carré, R. Todhunter, Dennis Castellan 
Distribution: Bob Rogers, Dr. D. Pearson, Dave Courtemanche, Mary Waddell, Tim James, Joel 
Scodnick, Mike Petryna, Dave Battaino, Angelo D’Agostino, Cindy Dent, Ted Durbas, Chris Gore, 
Lynn Moulaison 
 
The following items were discussed during this Phase II meeting.  

Item No. 1 – Review of Meeting Minutes No. 2 
Paul Sajatovic requested that the previous minutes be revised to note Mr. Kirchhefer’s 
presentation and NCDC Board involvement in any Conservation land policy changes. Lois Harack 
also noted that her name was absent on the attendee list. Minutes were revised and distributed to 
Lois Harack. 

Item No. 2 – Confirmation of Committee Chairs 
Lois Harack indicated that both Dave Battaino and Bob Rogers have accepted their respective 
positions as Chair and Co-Chair of this committee. 

Item No. 3 – What If Session Minutes 
The minutes of this session were approved. 

Item No. 4 – Master Planning Goal Statement for East End of Ramsey Lake 
The goal statement for the East End was endorsed by the Committee, only the word "water" is to 
be added. 
Also, any reference to City should be referenced "City of Greater Sudbury". 
Mark Simeoni indicated that in the final report amendments to changing the secondary plan 
should be incorporated. 

Item No. 5 – Land Requirements 
R. Todhunter is to confirm land ownership with Keith Forester for the land tenure of the "Greater 
City Park". 

Item No. 6 – Phase II Report 
There were a number of editorial changes requested regarding the report. These were noted by 
the consultants and will be changed. 

Item No. 7 – Sudaca Future Development 
The Committee agreed that Sudaca would not become a residential Camp, however Lois Harack 
wants to investigate winter accommodation uses. 
Focus of Sudaca should be outdoor adventure and instruction, leadership training, arts and crafts. 
A sport camp concept will not be encouraged. Sudaca should provide a unique niche to existing 
regional facilities (eg, Falcona). 
Sudaca should also have a corporate function role (retreats), and be available for rent (weddings, 
family events). The main lodge will likely accommodate no more than 100 users for these events. 

Other Uses 
Sudaca could also be used as a centre for mountain biking and a bird sanctuary; girl guide and 
boy scout uses are also to be accommodated. 



Comparables 
R. Todhunter is to follow up with the YMCA and Tim Horton’s re: comparable types of multi-use 
camps. 

Item No. 8 – Public Meeting 
The meeting format was discussed. 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 pm. 

Item No. 9 Next Meeting 
Lois Harack is to confirm the next meeting date. The meeting is scheduled for Tuesday March 
27th, 2001 from 5:30pm to 8:30pm, Room C-12 Tom Davies Square. 

Addendum to Minutes – Public Meeting Response 
The consultants felt that the Ramsey Lake Greenway and Greater City Park concepts were 
endorsed by the public. 
Some of the issues to be addressed in the plan which were raised by the public include: 

• Noise and light pollution of Moonlight Beach/Sudaca development  
• Wish of Dube residents for city water and sewage connections and need to upgrade 

roads and park vehicular circulation  
• Plan should not only address Greenway, but Ramsey Lake "Whiteway" and "Waterway" 

components. 

 



East End of Ramsey Lake Master Plan 
Minutes of Meeting No. 4 
Tuesday March 27, 2001 
Location: Tom Davies Square – Room C-12  

Attendees: Dave Courtemanche, Lois Harack, Peter Dobson, Claire Lefebvre, Paul Sajatovic, 
Tin Chee Wu, Joel Scodnick, Reál Carré, Mary Waddell, Dr. D. Pearson, A. D’Agostino, R. 
Todhunter, Dennis Castellan 
Distribution: Bob Rogers, Dave Battaino, Tim James, Mike Petryna, Cindy Dent, Ted Durbas, 
Chris Gore, Lynn Moulaison 

The following items were discussed during this Phase II meeting. 

Item No. 1 – Review of Meeting Minutes No. 2 
Paul Sajatovic requested that the previous minute amendments be revised as follows: 

Paul Sajatovic requested that the previous minutes be revised to note Mr. Kirchhefer’s 
presentation and NDCA Board involvement in any Conservation land policy decision 
contemplated if related directly to Conservation Authority owned lands. 

The minutes were approved. R. Todhunter noted that on the minutes Dube Road residents 
requested full water and sewer service. A. D’Agostino indicated that perhaps the residents could 
be serviced under a current program as existing City pumping/piping capacity in that area is 
inadequate. 

Item No. 2 – Capital Works 
Reál Carré indicated that $50,000 has been put in this year’s capital budget for park road 
improvement. 

The East End Lion’s Club has also indicated a willingness to contribute to a capital project at the 
East End of Lake Ramsey. 

Lois Harack indicated that the City should first clean up and improve existing facilities before 
embarking on new projects. 
 
Item No. 3 – Positioning East End of Ramsey Lake 
Angelo D’Agostino noted that City Council sees Ramsey as a City gem, and that it is important 
that the East End be positioned as an integral part of the entire Lake. 

Peter Dobson noted that the development of the East End fosters the healthy City concept and 
this should also be reinforced in the report. 

Item No. 4 – Funding 
Reál Carré inquired as to funding sources and the consultants indicated they feel the City 
probably has a handle on all available sources, but they will list potential funding sources and 
possible partners in the report. 

Item No. 5 – East End Master Plan 
R. Todhunter presented the Master Plan for the Greater City Park. The plan was endorsed except 
for the following concerns: 

• The proposed emergency access to Navanod is impossible given recent housing 
construction; Peter Dobson indicated that a CP underpass could be used  



• The proposed transient dock should be moved further to the west on NDCA lands; P. 
Sajatovic indicated that a site visit by boat should be undertaken to confirm if this is 
possible.  

Item No. 6 – Cooperative/Integration of South Shore Public Land Holdings 
Angelo D’Agostino and D. Pearson indicated that an integrated approach by all land owners (City, 
NDCA, Laurentian U., Science North) along the lake should be the goal so that recreational use 
of all of the south rim is possible. The goal should be cooperation and integration of recreation 
resources (eg, expanded cross country or mountain bike trail network). 

Item No. 7 – Mission Statement 
The mission statement for Sudaca has been revised as follows: 

Sudaca will continue as a municipally run children’s day camp focusing on outdoor adventure 
recreation and leadership training. Sudaca will provide superior programming and group 
experiences for children with emphasis on skill development and exposure to creative arts and 
crafts and outdoor activities. 

In addition to this Core Function, Sudaca will also be utilized for community and recreation 
service functions on a year round basis. 

Item No. 8 – Importance of Sudaca 
Both Lois Harack and P. Dobson indicated that the report should highlight the role and 
importance of Sudaca to the lives of 18,000 children who have benefited from the camp 
experience and why the City should stay in this business. 

Item No. 9 – Sudaca Visioning and Future Scenarios 
R. Todhunter presented an operational model for Camp Sudaca, and Dennis Castellan presented 
a series of opportunities, visions and potential activities for Sudaca. Response to this discussion 
was as follows: 

• "South Rim" activities should not radiate from Sudaca, rather each of the major land 
holder’s should be asked to partner and offer what they "do best" to potential Sudaca 
users.(refer to Item no.6 also)  

• Sudaca should continue to focus on outdoor adventure recreation (not education) as its 
core value and enhance these activities with the understanding that ‘fun & learning are 
inherent characteristics of those activities; a multi-purpose lodge building will be a great 
asset and will function as a community asset; all buildings (lodge, satellite 
structures/event areas are to be designed with maximum flexibility for multiple use year 
round function  

• The 1-2 week day camp experience is to also include the Rookie camp (5-6 year olds) as 
well as senior leadership (16-17 year olds)  

• 2-3 day use of the site can occur in shoulder seasons.  
• Camp AXIOM should read – (SUDACA – Discovery Adventure, Fun) –  
• Instead of utilizing Sudaca solely as the interpretive and outdoor adventure focal point, 

use this whole master planning exercise (and document) as a public outreach 
mechanism so as to increase awareness of the "rim", the watershed, aquifer; perhaps 
camp programmers can show "ribbon of life" (by canoe) – in other words those 
qualities/aspects that are unique to the East End Rim should be showcased.  

• The buildings should reflect a leadership position in water quality issues, green 
architecture and environmental issues affecting building design and construction  

Item No. 10 – Implementation Considerations 
a) Friends of Sudaca 



The Committee indicated that the consultants should note the important role and future 
responsibility of "Friends of Sudaca" in the final report. This group will continue to be active in 
encouraging the City to develop Sudaca, to seek partners (eg, service clubs) and as stewards for 
this end of Lake Ramsey 

b) Ramsey Lake Stewardship 
This report, and as endorsed by the Transition Board will support the following resolution: 

That this Council petition the Transition Board of the City of Greater Sudbury to create a Ramsey 
Lake Community Development Corporation as part of the governance structure of the City of 
Greater Sudbury for the purpose of guiding the stewardship of Ramsey Lake as set out in a report 
dated July 19th, 2000 from the Assistant City Manager, Engineering and Community Services. 

• Phasing, Priorities and Costs will be developed for budget purposes.  

Item No. 11 – Next Meetings 
Steering Committee Meeting – Wednesday April 25 at 3:00 pm 
Public Meeting – Thursday April 26th (to be confirmed) 
Council Presentation – Tuesday May 22 

Any errors or omissions to these minutes should be reported to Rodger Todhunter or Dennis 
Castellan. 
Prepared by: Rodger Todhunter  
Distributed by: Dennis Castellan 

 



East End of Ramsey Lake Master Plan 
Minutes of Meeting  N o.  5 
Wednesday April 25, 2001 
Location: Tom Davies Square – Room C-12   

Attendees: Bob Rogers, Lois Harack, Dave Battaino, Cindy Dent, Peter Dobson,  Claire Lefebvre,  
Paul Sajatovic, Tin Chee Wu, Joel Scodnick, Reál Carré, Mary Waddell, Dr. D. Pearson, R. Todhunter, 
Dennis Castellan 
Distribution: Dave Courtemanche, Tim James, A. D’Agostino, Mike Petryna, Ted Durbas, Chris Gore,  
Lynn Moulaison 
 
The following items were discussed during this Steering Committee meeting.  

Item No. 1 – Review of Meeting Minutes No. 4 
These were adopted without changes  

Item No. 2 – Mission Statement 
Bob Rogers noted the importance of instilling environmental values in young children and requested that 
the mission statement be revised. Revised Statement will read as:  

Sudaca will continue as a municipally run children’s day camp focusing on outdoor adventure, 
recreation, leadership training and environmental stewardship. Sudaca will provide superior 
programming and group experiences for children and youth with emphasis on skill development 
and exposure to creative arts and crafts and outdoor activities. 

In addition to this Core Function, Sudaca will also be utilized for community and recreation service 
functions on a year round basis. 
 
Item No. 3 – Site Planning Issues 
R. Todhunter provided an overview of the site plan and detail changes will be incorporated into final 
master plan. 

Item No. 4 – Home Lodge 
Dennis Castellan provided an overhead presentation of the proposed 7,000 square foot Home Lodge. 
There was detailed discussion re: storage and circulation. These will be revised by CLJ + Architects in the 
final plan. 

•  It was requested that the building be named as part of a city wide advertised public competition  
• The building is also to be setback 12.1 m from the high watermark of Ramsey Lake.  

Item No. 5 – Market Overview 
It was noted that Task 3.9 is still to be completed by the consultants.  

Item No. 6 – Hydrological Component 
After discussion with respect to the need for continuing on with hydrological component, it was  concluded 
by the Steering Committee that additional work was not needed. Motioned by Mary Waddell that this part 
of the study be terminated as the master plan is comprised of low impact uses. Seconded by Joel 
Scotnick. The remaining $13,000 will be reallocated.  

Item No. 7 – Phasing and Priorities 
The phasing and priorities were reviewed by R. Todhunter and revised for the public meeting. Attached is 
the revised table. Steering Committee members should indicate their own priorities to the attached and 



forward a copy to Cindy Dent by May 18, 2001.  

Item No. 8 – Timing 
It was decided that the final presentation will be in June. 
M. Simeoni will confirm the timeline and report to Cindy Dent and the consultants.  

Addendum to Minutes 
At the public meeting Councillor Courtemanche requested that the name Greater City Park be used as a 
working title only, as the City may want to call the new park a different name, or perhaps open it to public 
name giving competition.  

Any errors or omissions to these minutes should be reported to Rodger Todhunter or Dennis Castellan. 
Prepared and Distributed by: Rodger Todhunter  

   

PHASING, PRIORITIES AND COSTS   Table 6.1:  Phasing/Priorities/Costs  

0-2  

Yrs  

3-5  

Yrs  

5+  

Yrs  

   

Component  
   

Description  
Order of Magnitude  

Cost/Year  
      0-2  3-5  5+  

EAST END OF RAMSEY LAKE GREENWAY              
•  •  •  Promote stewardship mechanisms for 

Riparian zone  
Ongoing public 
awareness campaign           

•  •  •  Trail segments of Greenway urban trail  Connection to 
Laurentian University           

                        
                        

GREATER CITY PARK              
•        Opening of Greater City Park  Special Event           
•        Purchase lands (308 acres private, 158 

acres Crown)              
•  •     Park entrance road improvements (median, 

landscaping)  
Includes paving to 
CPR tracks           

   •     Development of Picnic Area / RV / Trails  Frenchmen’s Bay           
   •     Redeveloped Parking Lots  At Moonlight Beach           
   •     Trail plan  Greenway / Whiteway, 

plus interpretive plan           
•  •     Park gateway and signage program              
                        
                        

SUDACA MASTER PLAN  
•  •  •  Design and construction of hiking trail 

network  
For new parkland, includes 
kiosk          

•  •     Construct multi-purpose lodge building             
•  •     New Road and access to Trailhead             
•  •     Site improvements and amenities             



   •     Waterfront Boardwalk             
•  •     Satellite buildings             

Subtotal a)  0-2 years     
Subtotal b) 3-5 years     
Subtotal c) 5+ years     

Total Order of Magnitude Costs     

Source: Castellan Luciw James + Architects Inc. / Rodger Todhunter Associates Inc., 200  
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1.0      INTRODUCTION  

Greater Sudbury abounds with freshwater lakes. With over ___ lakes within the Greater City, 
Sudbury can claim itself not only the Nickel Capital of the World but also the Canadian “City of 
Lakes”. Greater Sudbury has the most numerous and greatest variety of lakes in an urban 
setting, including Canada’s  only meteor impact lake located in a municipality. Wahnapitei Lake, 
which is over ____ square kilometers in size and contains over ____ volume of water was formed 
from a meteorite impact some thirty million years ago. 

Today Wahnapitei Lake and the Wahnapitei River share a an interdependence with Ramsey Lake 
as the aquifer charged springs which feed the east end of Ramsey Lake are believed to have 
their source in the waters of Wahnapitei Lake. Ramsey in turn flows southwest through Lily 
Creek, through the Vermilion River System and ultimately into Georgian Bay. It is the 
interdependences of the Ramsey Lake watershed to adjacent and interconnected landscapes 
and water which flows through them which must guide future master planning efforts or the Lake, 
and in particular its East end which is the focus of this master plan document  



1.1  A Starting Point  

Ramsey Lake is the focal point and “meeting place” for both residents and visitors who visit 
Sudbury from across Canada. Science North, the hospitals, and Ramsey’s parks and 
programming cannot be overstated in their importance as community and tourist focal points.  

Ramsey Lake is also the major source of Sudbury’s drinking water therefore maintenance of 
water quality is of the utmost importance.  

Fortunately, over ten (10)years ago an intensive visioning and public participation program was 
undertaken by the Region and the City of Sudbury with respect to preparing the Ramsey Lake 
Community Improvement Plan (CIP). In support of the Community Improvement Plan a “100 Year 
Vision” was prepared by the consulting firm Moriyama and Teshima Planners Limited (May 1991) 
for Ramsey Lake. This document provides a clear and encompassing vision and development 
principles for Ramsey Lake which are being used to guide the development of the Ramsey Lake 
Greenway and Master Plan for the East End of the lake which are the thrust of this master plan 
report.  

1.2 Ramsey Lake Planning Principles  

The 100 year vision and key principles for Ramsey Lake are summarized below.  

Ecological Significance    
Looking forward to the next 100 years, it is important that the ecological integrity of Ramsey Lake 
will be preserved and enhanced for future generations. This means that all future decisions 
affecting the watershed and Lake must contribute to its health and continuing role as the 
environmental focus for the growing community.  

Foundation of The Vision    
Over the next 100 years, the Sudbury community must consciously balance the needs of the 
natural environment, the desire to use the Lake for recreational purposes and the desire to 
develop forward-looking community facilities and institutions. Throughout these changes, nature 
must remain a constant providing focus and value for human life.  

The Broad Concept    
The highest and best use for Ramsey Lake over the next 100 years should be as the green and 
natural heart for the city, a public domain where resources of city-wide importance can be 
gathered in a magnificent setting and made accessible, a place of enjoyment, discovery and 
recreations for all the people.  

The 100 year vision as developed for the CIP Plan confirms that Ramsey Lake over the next 
century will not only maintain its ecological integrity but continue and be the social and 
recreational focus of the City as the meeting place and public domain which is accessible to all 
people.  

1.3 Community Improvement Plan for Ramsey Lake (December 1994)  

This Community Improvement Plan (CIP) document forwards a set of programs, physical 
development and policy directions for development in the Ramsey Lake Community Improvement 
Area.  



The document builds upon public participation process and vision document, and as such 
forwarded a set of guiding principles which will wisely be used to guide future planning in the CIP 
area.  

The key guiding principles of the CIP are outlined below. The East End of Ramsey Lake Master 
Plan will be guided by the vision, principles and concepts of the CIP therefore its key principles 
are summarized, as follows:  

Principles    

1. Ramsey Lake and its watershed are an ecological region. The ecological integrity 
of Ramsey Lake must be preserved and enhanced for future generations.  

2. Ramsey Lake must continue to be an environmental focus for the growing 
community of Sudbury.  

3. The Ramsey Lake Watershed is a domain of nature and water that is shared by 
and belongs to ALL the members of the community.     

4. STEWARDSHIP is the key to achieving this long term vision.     
5. Non-Intrusive and Non-Exploitative access for education, interpretation, 

recreation; cultural, tourism and natural enjoyment of the lake are appropriate 
uses.     

6. Co-operative and pro-active actions by all parties in the community are required 
for the implementation of this community vision.   

2.0      BIOPHYSICAL OVERVIEW  

The intent of this section is not to provide exhaustive inventories of the Ramsey Lake  watershed, 
rather to highlight in sufficient detail key biophysical considerations (especially hydrological) 
which will help shape the master plan, as the following sections indicate.  

2.1 Hydrology  

Given the importance of water quality to Ramsey Lake, and the fact that the City acquires the 
majority of its drinking water from this reservoir, maintaining water quality is of the utmost 
importance to the plan.  

Ramsey Lake is primarily an aquifer charged mesotrophic lake, and the majority of its springs are 
located in the lake’s eastern basin. It is believed that the aquifer which flows through a system of 
basins and bedrock formations is ultimately derives its source from Wahnapitei Lake.  

The flushing of Ramsey Lake is very slow therefore its water quality is affected by rainfall, snow 
melt and urban runoff from the entire watershed. Figure ___ - Watershed indicates the 
boundaries of the watershed, and Section ___ - analyzes in greater detail the rural and urban 
characteristics of the watershed and its impact on water quality.  

Ziggy’s section  

 2.2 Surface Features  

 Figure ___ - Environmental Overview indicates the active surface features of the watershed and 
highlights of hydrology are outlined below.  



 Ramsey Lake Watershed Size:  

Bathometry: Refer to Figure ___ = Bathometry.  

As this figure indicates, it is clear that Ramsey Lake is comprised of two distinct basins, the 
deeper 15-20 m western basin and the 5-10 m eastern basin which comprises two thirds of the 
eastern section of the lake (east of Bethel Peninsula.)  

Accordingly, the management considerations of the eastern basin, will be different than its 
western section due to water depth and shoreline characteristics.  

 2.3 Drainage Characteristics  

General surface and sub-surface drainage flows from the north east to south west which follows 
the geological folding and faulting of regional bedrock (Southern Province).  

Ramsey Lake is controlled by an outfall (El. ___) at the Lily Creek/Paris Street control structure. 
Water flows through Lily to Robinson and Kelly Lake, where it joins water from the Junction Creek 
system.  

Both Bethel Lake and Lake Laurentian drain into Ramsey Lake, primarily during the spring freshet 
period. Due to water quality concerns on both lakes, drainage from these lakes is primarily 
restricted to this spring period and these lakes are not drawn down to supplement low water 
periods on Ramsey Lake.  

There are many other small lakes and ponds as well as wetlands (alder swamp), bogs/fens and 
marsh complexes, especially in the south eastern half of the watershed. Many of these features 
act as wildlife refuge areas, or connection corridors and are indicated in Figure ___ - 
Environmental Overview.  

 2.4 Fisheries/Water Quality  

Figure ___ - also indicates aquatic vegetation and walleye spawning sites which must be 
protected. Ramsey Lake is now considered primarily as a walleye lake, and it is believed that this 
population is reproducing. Other species include yellow perch, northern pike, white suckers, 
brown bullheads, rock bass, pumpkin seeds and golden stoners.  

 2.4.1  Historic Overview – Fish Habitat/Water Quality  

Historic analysis of fish populations in Ramsey Lake indicate how water quality of the lake has 
changed over the past 150 years.  

 Pre-Contact  

• Whitefish Lake Ojibwa used Ramsey Lake for hunting and fishing (walleye, pike, small 
mouth bass and lake trout were native species)  

• 1883 – CPR construction in Sudbury Region and along north shore of Ramsey Lake 
(small mouth bass, walleye, pike and rock bass predominant species)    

• 1885 – saw mill on Minnow Lake begins to pollute lake    
• 1894-95 – illegal fishing (dynamite, spears, nets) “wipes out” bass population    



• 1897 – Ramsey Lake is designated a town water supply – no swimming is permitted    
• 1912-14 – use of open roast smelting beds begin to destroy native tree cover; poisonous 

run off “kills” Kelley Lake and it is impossible to pass by migrating fish therefore isolating 
Ramsey Lake from the Vermillion River system  

• 1938 – Survey by Howey indicates Lake trout absent; walleye and whitefish populations 
are healthy  

•  1956 – new iron plant pollution creates “orange red grease cover on lake; area beaches 
are closed    

• 1958 – dumping of fill in Lake    
• 1961 – Algal bloom closes beaches and creates “stinking and foul tasting water”    
• Mud Lake dammed to create Laurentian Lake    
• Lake Laurentian Conservation Area created to protect watershed    
• 1965 – second major algae bloom; blue green algae on Lake believed to be caused by 

septic beds and Minnow and Laurentian Lake inorganic nutrient  loading    
•  1976 – OMNR initiates walleye and bass planting program    
• 1987 – Ramsey Lake identified as Community Improvement Area and extensive public 

consultation process beings.    
• 1992 – Ramsey Lake Community Improvement Plan Adopted (By-law 92-382)    

The above indicates Ramsey Lake has experienced a varied history with respect to its 
management over the last 150 years, which has positively and negatively affected the watershed. 
The most positive aspects being the creation of the conservation area Community Improvement 
Plan of the 1990’s which increased awareness of the importance of the lake.  

 2.5 Vegetation  

The Precambrian sedimentary, breccia and conglomerate bedrock with the Southern Province 
are overlain with thin layer of their topsoil.  

Vegetation is classified as barren birch transition, maple transition, red oak, jack pine, birch 
maple, sugar maple. In damper sites willow and poplars are common, while higher and dryer 
areas are dominated by red oak and birch.  

Manicured parkland landscapes around the lake golf course and university are also common.  

With improvements to air quality the existing vegetation is thriving, however, there also have been 
efforts undertaken by the Land Reclamation Program in the watershed, where birch-maple 
vegetation has been planted.  

 3.0 RAMSEY LAKE GREENWAY  

 3.1 Conceptual Basis for the Proposed Greenway  

The CIP and subsequent efforts by the City towards the “greening” of the region and maintaining 
a healthy community support the idea of developing a greenway for Ramsey Lake.  

 The following principles provide the conceptual basis for the greenway, as follows:  



•  Stewardship – This principal reinforces the idea that each member of community is a 
steward of the lake’s watershed and its inherent resources. The idea that Ramsey 
Lake will remain the natural and healthy heart of Greater Sudbury.  

• Establish a Network of Links and Nodes – This concept forwards the idea of 
connecting the lake, its watershed and the surrounding community through a series 
of recreational and educational links and nodes.    

• The Continued Greening of a Healthy Community – With continued air quality 
improvements and the largely community based re-greening and replanting initiatives 
of the past twenty years Sudbury’s appearance has dramatically changed. Our 
lifestyle is also changing and Sudburians are committed to concept of a Healthy 
community. The new city is committed to trail building and watershed restoration as 
witnessed with the Junction Creek initiative.    

All of these concepts can be successfully incorporated into the proposed Ramsey Lake 
Greenway which is outlined in the following section, and as identified in Figure - ______ - 
Ramsey Lake Greenway.  

The essence of Greenways is connections – not simply connecting recreational areas through 
trails, but connecting wildlife habitats to each other, human communities to other human 
communities, city to country, people to nature.     

 3.2 – The Ramsey Lake Greenway  

The concept of greenways is relatively new. It combines the syllable green from the British term 
greenbelt, and “way” fom the American term parkway. The result is system of linear protected 
corridors of open space which are managed for multi-purpose conservation or recreational uses.  

Greenway’s emphasis “linkage” versus the traditional concept of dedicated blocks of parkland. A 
greenway may be a continuous trail, a ridge line or series of hilltops. They vary widely according 
to their location and landscape opportunity. The following indicates objectives of a Ramsey Lake 
Greenway  

 3.2.1  Greenway Mission Statement (Draft)  

The Ramsey Lake Greenway will be comprised of an ecological and recreationally- linked, open-
space network. It will incorporate both public and privately-owned land holdings, including 
conservation areas, municipal parks, Laurentian University, Science North and other lands into a 
comprehensive network of parks and open spaces which will ultimately ring the entire lakes 
watershed. At approximately ___ hectares in size this urban park constitutes Sudbury’s largest 
park and acts as the Greater City’s social and recreational and cultural focal point.  

 3.2.2 – Greenway Objectives  

1. To protect, restore and enhance the ecosystems of the Ramsey Lake Watershed 
based on a planning model with incorporates public consultation, and a 
philosophy of stewardship.    

2. To enhance recreational linkages, scenic and cultural values and related 
development opportunities for both Sudbury residents and visitors.    

3. To educate the public and to provide interpretive opportunities about the lake, its 
watershed ecosystem, component parts and functions.    

4. To establish a planning and regulatory environment which retains the continued 
status of Ramsey Lake as Sudbury’s primary drinking water source.    



5. To utilize areas of the Greenway to illustrate and educate the public about water 
quality/quantity management policies, guidelines and practices relating to rural 
and urban runoff impacts including recreation, fish and wildlife.    

 3.2.3    Implementation  

With respect to Ramsey Lake we are fortunate in that major sections of the proposed greenway 
are already under public ownership, or are zoned as open space districts, hence can be 
successfully incorporated into the proposed greenway.  

Figure ___ - Ramsey Lake Greenway indicates the proposed Greenway.  

This allows for the majority of the Greenway to be implemented under one of the following Open 
Space District categories (O/P. Amendment No 25, Sudbury, Secondary Plan). 

• Private Open Space – these lands are difficult to develop (eg, hilltops), act as  buffers 
hazard lands, or lands under site plan control where  buffers can be required as a 
condition of development. This category includes the Idyllwild Golf Club (existing 
designation) and Laurentian University (proposed).    

• Rural District – these lands are on the periphery of urban settlement areas and by the 
nature of their zoning are very low density rural uses. The rural parcel between the CPR 
line (to the north) and the Hwy 17E bypass to the east should be re-zoned as Public park. 
   

• Conservation District – These lands are designated for public use and ownership.    
• Public Park District – These are existing publicly owned lands for active and passive 

recreation.    

3.3 Ramsey Lake Urban Trail  

In order to reinforce and help to fully  implement the Greenway it is imperative that a continuous 
trail be developed around the lake. A Class I (separate trail) versus signed roadway routes should 
be the ultimate objective in establishing the urban trail. With a continuous linked trail the 
greenway will be extensively used. Interpretive signage and pavilions which profile the history, 
vision, management of the lake’s ecosystem should be an integral part of the trail. A pavilion at 
the highest point of the Minnow Lake hills could interpret regional geology and mine processing 
features.  

The section of the trail north of Bell Park (connecting to Junction Creek) and the Minnow Lake 
Community will be immediately accessible to these communities hence readily used. The trail 
over the Minnow Lake ridge to the Kingsway Power Node development will encourage walking to 
see a movie or a visit to Chapter’s versus driving to this commercial and entertainment complex 
development.  

Figure ___ - _______ indicates the existing trail and potential linkages.  

 3.4 Visual Considerations  

The Visual Analysis, Figure ___ - ______ indicates key vistas, ridgelines and features of the 
Ramsey Lake watershed (view shed) which are to be preserved and enhanced.  

CLJ  



3.5 Ramsey Lake Management Zones  

Within the greenway planning context proposed for Ramsey Lake, we are proposing a number of 
management zones  

Extensions to the Greenway area shall include, but not be limited to, water course and riparian 
stewardship zones along the entire lake (including along residential areas) as well as specific 
Zones as follows.  

____ ( ) management zones are proposed (Figures ___ - Management Zones) for the Greenway 
and its extensions. This are:  

3.5.1 Management Zones  - CLJ – to confirm and provide descriptions 

• West Basin  

• East Basin    

• Moonlight Beach/Sudaca Recreation Zone    

• Bethel Peninsula    

• Laurentian University    

•  Idywilde Golf Course    

• The Meeting Place    

• Paris Street/Ramsey Lake Scenic Byway    

• Minnow Lake Hills    

• Junction Creek Connecting Link    

The following draft management policies for each of the Zones will be applied to public lands 
only. Management policies for each Zone will only apply to currently owned private lands with the 
Greenway boundary following their acquisition, or after negotiation of the stewardship agreement 
with the respective land owners, utility bodies, or agencies.  

3.5.2    Management Objectives  

Ecological (I will develop these once you’ve confirmed management zones) 
Recreation/Education 
Infrastructure / Servicing / Land Use    

4.0      EAST END RAMSEY LAKE/SUDACA PRELIMINARY  

MASTER PLANNING DIRECTION  



In developing the master plan for the East End of Ramsey Lake and ultimately the master plan for 
Camp Sudaca, the logical starting point is to build upon the recommendations of the Community 
Improvement Plan as outlined below. 

4.1  Goal  

The goal of this Plan is to: 

Maintain the East End of Ramsey Lake for public use as a quiet and natural part of the lake.  

4.2  Objectives  

The objectives of the Plan for the East End of the Lake are to:  

1. Protect the aquifer system at Moonlight Beach;  

2. Maintain the natural qualities of the East End of Ramsey Lake  

3. Continue to provide the public with recreational opportunities at the East End of Ramsey 
Lake that are compatible with the previous two objectives  

4.3  Programs  

The following programs are proposed for the East End of Ramsey Lake:  

           1. Camp Sudaca should be improved to serve as a better day camp for outdoor 
education. It should be integrated into and become a node of the Ramsey Lake 
Trail that is suitable for year-round use. Programming for the camp should be 
upgraded and coordinated with those of the Lake Laurentian Conservation Area 
and Science North, and focus more comprehensively on:  

a) the interpretation of the Ramsey Lake environment 

b) instilling environmental attitudes in young people.   

  4.4 Preliminary Mission Statement – (for Discussion)  

Sudaca will remain a publicly owned children’s day camp focusing on outdoor education. Sudaca 
will provide superior programming and group experiences for children with emphasis on skill 
development and exposure to creative and outdoor activities.   
In addition to this Core Function, Sudaca will also be utilized for….     
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FORWARD   

The purpose of this document is to begin to focus the vision and strategy for Sudaca’s future 
development program within the planning context of the proposed Ramsey Lake Greenway  
which was introduced in the Phase I Report, (January 20). The focus of our Steering Committee 
Meeting, and the Public Meeting will begin to establish the vision, nature and type of operation 
and the strategy for future success prior to undertaking site development options for Camp 
Sudaca.   

Chapter 6 – Sudaca Preliminary Master Planning Direction is formatted for discussion purposes 
only.   

East End of Ramsey Lake: Greenway and  Management Zones   
5.0  Planning Overview   



The East End of Ramsey Lake master plan area has been expanded to incorporate the entire 
eastern basin of Ramsey Lake east of the Bethel Peninsula. This boundary is determined by the 
bathometry characteristics of the eastern basin being much shallower than the western basin, the 
rural/semi-wilderness nature of this half of the lake, and the unstructured versus active 
recreational pursuits which are associated with the East End of the Lake. 
 
The Highway 17 East bypass and the CPR railway tracks constitute the boundaries to the 
southern, eastern and northern sections of the expanded study area. 
 
5.1 Proposed Master Planning Goal for the East End of Ramsey Lake   

Goal Statement: Into the next century, the east end of Ramsey Lake will retain its quiet, rural 
and semi-wilderness quality. It shall remain “clean, green, connected and protected; a symbol of 
our desired relationship to the land, a recognition of its fragile nature.” The greatest majority of the 
lands shall remain in public ownership and it is recommended that the City of Sudbury purchase 
Crown Land from the eastern limits of their existing property to include all lands east and north of 
the Highway 17 East bypass to the CPR line to the north. With the acquisition of this additional 
311 hectare (770 acre) parcel, the City will own over 527 hectares (1300 acres) at the east end of 
Ramsey Lake.  
 
Only conservation and recreation uses should be permitted along the east end of Ramsey Lake in 
accordance with the East End Greenway Concept.   

5.2 Greenway Components  

(Ed. Note – Refer to Section 3.2 for additional Greenway Mission and Objectives) 
The greenway concept for the East End of Ramsey Lake involves the preservation of natural 
areas provides recreational linkages to and along the lake, and accommodates various public use 
opportunities as identified in Figure 5.1 – City Park and Greenway Management Zone.   

Key elements of the East End of Ramsey Lake greenway are: 

• A natural heritage management strategy for the protection of sensitive areas, especially 
the riparian zone (ie, “ribbon of life”) along Ramsey Lake and its water courses  

• Maintenance of ecological and wildlife corridors and protection of environmentally 
sensitive features  

• Develop a watershed management strategy which will maintain and protect Ramsey 
Lake’s water quality  

• The restriction of further residential/industrial/commercial development  
• The purchase of waterfront lots for park/open space purposes  
• Continued recreational access and linear recreational waterfront trail along Ramsey Lake  
• Utilization of Sudaca, as the destination/trailhead of all outdoor adventure recreational 

pursuits of city owned lands at the east end of Ramsey Lake and as the eastern gateway 
to Lake Laurentian Conservation Area  

• To educate the public about the watershed. Define the watershed so that it is 
recognizable and real to the public and not an imaginary line  

• Development of major City/Northeastern Ontario day use and group picnic areas  
• Upgrade and confirm a single vehicular access point to the east end of Ramsey Lake  
• Develop pedestrian access/trail development which is integrated into future City Trail 

networks  
• If in the future, the CPR abandons its line, that the existing rail bed would become a 

major trail and access to the Lake would be opened up  



• Establish a “City Park” for the Greater City of Sudbury utilizing existing and proposed 
land purchases along the East End of Ramsey Lake  

 In the following section, the East End Greenway Plan and management policies for specific 
zones are provided.   

5.3  Proposed Management Zones and the “Greater City Park”   

The following zones proposed for the East End of Ramsey Lake Greenway are defined by their 
ecological uniqueness, natural and visual attributes, proposed uses and management 
requirements. Different levels ecological protection or enhancement requirements, proposed 
levels of recreational use, management requirements and development initiatives are proposed 
for each zone. 
With respect to management policies within the Greenway, these would only be applied to 
publicly held lands, however private land owners are encouraged to adopt these policies. The 
purchase of lakefront lands by the City is encouraged to ensure maximum public access to the 
water’s edge and the purchase of an additional 311 hectares of land east of the existing city 
owned lands is recommended. This “City Park” of Greater Sudbury will constitute the largest 
urban park in Northern Ontario and will challenge Toronto’s Rouge Park as the Province’s largest 
urban park.   

5.3.1 Greater City Park (or City Park) working title   

To commemorate the new millennium and the creation of the Greater City of Sudbury, the 
implementation of the Ramsey Lake Greenway and the establishment of a “Greater City Park” will 
provide a fitting long-term legacy project for future city and regional residents. At over 1300 acres 
in size, this City Park can be compared in size to Vancouver’s Stanley Park (1100 acres) or to 
Toronto’s High Park (560 acres). 
While the Greenway will incorporate existing parks, conservation areas, institutions, private and 
public open spaces, the creation of Greater City Park will incorporate City-owned lands and truly 
indicate the Greater City’s commitment to the quality of life for all Sudburians, both now and well 
into the future. When combined with the Lake Laurentian Conservation Area (950 hectares/ 2400 
acres) a relatively undisturbed conservation/recreation area of over 1,500 hectares (3700 acres) 
will be created. This is truly an outstanding ecological and recreational resource! 
Within the proposed “City Park” which constitutes the largest city-owned geographic component 
of the Greenway there are a number of management zones as follows:   

5.3.3.1 City Park Access   

Moonlight Beach Road will continue to provide the primary access to the East End of the Lake 
and to the City Park. Policies and recommendations for this zone includes: 

• Park signage/entry treatment at the intersection of Bancroft Drive and Moonlight Avenue 
is to be provided to mark beginning of City Park parkway or scenic drive.  

• Regrading of park access road and planting of trees (double row) along the entry road to 
create parkway.  

• Redevelopment of existing parking and drop off areas for Moonlight Beach and access to 
Sudaca (to follow)  

• A recreational trail (or bicycle lane) should be developed along the road from Bancroft 
Drive to Moonlight Beach  

• Access road to Sudaca could be routed east of existing parking lots  
• Develop access and small parking lot into Frenchman’s Bay for future day use activity 

zone.   



5.3.1.2 Waterfront Recreation Zone   

The proposed waterfront recreation zone is comprised of two (2) management areas on either 
side of the Dube Road Peninsula; the Moonlight Beach and Frenchman’s Bay areas. 
Characteristic to both zones: 

• Both will be further developed as waterfront recreational day use areas  
• Swimming areas will be maintained along the water’s edge and boardwalks will be 

developed along the eastern shore of the lake  
• Both areas to be developed for general recreation and family based activities  
• Major group picnic areas will be developed for each area  
• Development priorities will initially focus on Moonlight Beach, while Frenchman’s Bay will 

be developed over the longer term.   

Specific Recommendations 
Moonlight Beach 

• Moonlight Beach parking lots should be relocated to the east to provide more open space 
for group picnic areas which are to be developed  

• The access road to Sudaca should be realigned to the east of new lots to provide 
unrestricted access to the outdoor recreation zone.     

Moonlight Beach parking lots should be relocated to the east to provide more open space for 
group picnic areas which are to be developed 

Frenchman’s Bay  

Over the longer term, this area will be developed in a day use/group picnic area. Initially it could 
be used for overflow purposes for large group functions.  A service club/private corporation could 
develop it as part of a community development initiative. Lite sport facilities (soccer, baseball etc) 
could also be considered for this area adjacent the CPR tracks.   

5.3.1.3 Adventure Recreation Zone   

The proposed outdoor recreation zone is comprised of existing City owned lands around Camp 
Sudaca, as well as the additional 311 hectares which are proposed to be purchased from the 
Crown. This zone also includes a portion of the Dube Road Peninsula which is currently zoned for 
park purposes (O.P.A.26). 
Characteristic to this zone is a focus on outdoor recreation. A range of trails will be developed to 
provide four season use and enjoyment of these areas. These trails will be routed to 
accommodate a variety of hiking (and cross country) experiences for users in various relation to 
skill and physical capability. 
Sudaca (future development scenarios to be developed) will act as the focal point for this 
management zone and its facilities will be utilized to support the City Park and the recreational 
pursuits being undertaken by Sudburians and visitors to the park.   

5.3.1.4Conservation/Preservation Zone 

• This zone primarily includes lands in the Greenway owned by the NDCA. 
Pending discussions with their board, existing management policies may be 
incorporated in this document.  



• If further detailed examination of lands within the proposed “City Park” indicate 
the presence of unique or ecologically sensitive features, these areas will be 
designated as part of this management zone and protected.  

• In concert with City, Laurentian University it is recommended that the NDCA 
extend the existing south Ramsey Lake Trail to the west to connect to 
Laurentian’s recreation complex, hence permitting a linked path from Science 
North (along Ramsey Lake Road) to Moonlight Beach.   

5.3.2       Riparian Stewardship Zone   

The water quality goal for Ramsey Lake is to maintain a fully functional, clear aquatic ecosystem.  

Specific objectives include: 

• To maintain forever the lake as a potable water drinking  source for over 50,000 city 
residents  

• Maintain swimming opportunities in all sections of the Lake  
• Maintain water which is free from abnormal algae growth, sediment and turbidity  

In order to achieve these objectives, not only are the watercourses and stormwater ditches, 
outfalls etc. which flow into the lake are to be carefully monitored with respect to potential 
negative impacts but the riparian zone along the lake’s edge should also be carefully managed. 
Management issues include: 

• Public Education and Awareness – All residents within the watershed should be educated 
as to the impact of their individual role in contributing to storm and drainage into the lake. 
Shoreline residents should be encouraged to maintain natural vegetation along their 
shoreline and not introduce grass (and fertilization) immediately along the shoreline, so 
as to permit a variety of aquatic processes and habitat along the shoreline  

• Invasive and alien (eg, purple loose strife) species should be removed and groups 
encouraged to undertake this on publicly owned lands  

• Other than designated and specifically routed trails and walks, indiscriminate trails which 
may cause erosion will be discouraged along the lake’s shoreline  

• Any remaining private septic systems should be monitored on an ongoing basis  
• For the major storm outfalls which flow into Ramsey Lake, water quality ponds should be 

constructed to maintain water quality  
• Existing and potential fish spawning sites, and various habitat types should be identified 

and protected  
• The City should purchase potential valuable waterfront parcels including…. (to follow)   

Figure 5.1 – City Park and Greenway Management Zone  
indicates the respective location for each of the management zones, as outlined in this Chapter. 

6.0   SUDACA PRELIMINARY MASTER PLANNING DIRECTION   

INTRODUCTION 
In this section, a series of camp development options and programming opportunities are 
forwarded. These options and a series of questions with respect to future development at Sudaca 
are forwarded for discussion purposes only. Firstly the CIP goal and program as well as the 
Phase I Report Sudaca Mission are introduced. 
The Phase I (Draft) Report concluded with the following goals and objectives for the East End of 
Ramsey Lake as outlined in the Community Improvement Plan as follows:   



6.1 Goal, Objectives and Program of CIP (1994)  

The goal of this Plan is to: 
Maintain the East End of Ramsey Lake for public use as a quiet and natural part of the lake.   

6.1.1 Objectives  

The objectives of the Plan for the East End of the Lake are to: 

1. Protect the aquifer system at Moonlight Beach;  
2. Maintain the natural qualities of the East End of Ramsey Lake  
3. Continue to provide the public with recreational opportunities at the East End of Ramsey 

Lake that are compatible with the  previous two objectives   

6.1.2 Programs   

The following programs are proposed for the East End of Ramsey Lake: 
1.  Camp Sudaca should be improved to serve as a better day camp for outdoor education. It 
should be integrated into and become a node of the Ramsey Lake Trail that is suitable for year-
round use. Programming for the camp should be upgraded and coordinated with those of the 
Lake Laurentian Conservation Area and Science North, and focus more comprehensively on: 
a)  the interpretation of the Ramsey Lake environment 
b)  instilling environmental attitudes in young people.   

6.2   Preliminary Mission Statement (2001)   

Sudaca will remain a publicly owned children’s day camp focusing on outdoor education. Sudaca 
will provide superior programming and group experiences for children with emphasis on skill 
development and exposure to creative and outdoor activities. 
In addition to this Core Function, Sudaca will also be utilized for….   

6.3    Current Mandate   

With respect to this master plan the consultants were requested to evaluate the site and its 
existing use with respect to its long term viability. Accordingly a number of future opportunities 
with respect to both day and residential camps are identified in this section for discussion 
purposes. Firstly, three types or options of camp types are outlined.   

Option A - Day Camps and Activities  

Currently Sudaca acts as a day camp. Typically these camps provide a wide variety of 
non-residential opportunities, including full day or part-day camps and activity programs 
offered by traditional camps, and sports programs. Some activity programs are intended 
for young children as theme-focused daycare, while others constitute non-residential 
options for older campers pursuing special interests. Transportation to the camp may or 
may not be provided. Typically these camps are seen as “stepping stones” to residential 
camps.   

Option B - Traditional Camps  



These camps typically offer fixed roof accommodation. These residential programs are 
from one to eight weeks in length offering a variety of activities available to campers 
during each session. Some camps offer special sessions that focus on one particular 
activity. Included are camps sponsored by service clubs or religious institutions that 
follow the traditional camp model without an emphasis on religious instruction.  

 Option C – Family Camps 
- combines family vacation with summer camp experience 
- shared family (parents/children) experience 
- share cabin, shared meals in group 
- weekend or week use 
- summer, new years and March Break use eg (Geneva Park, Red Pine Camp, Tim 
Hortons.)  

Of the over 400 camps listed in the Ontario Camping Association “2001 Camping Guide”, 
approximately 250 are residential, 60 are day camps and 50 are special need camps. This latter 
category caters to special needs/disabilities.   

6.3.1   Options for Day and Residential Camps and Youth Programs  
(for discussion purposes)   

The following are some Camp program options which are possible with respect to Sudaca.   

Adventure and Personal Challenge  

Residential or tripping programs that emphasize team building, skill development, problem 
solving and personal growth in response to physical and psychological challenges.    

Campus Based/Scholastic Skills  

Learning and research opportunities in which young people can take classes, or develop their 
study skills, (ie, coordinate with Laurentian University, or other academic initiatives).   

Nature Study/Outdoor Skills  

Programs with an emphasis on nature, conservation, wildlife, environmental study, camping and 
outdoor skill development.   

Performing/Creative Arts  

Drama, dance, painting, writing and similar programs. Includes First Nations traditions/crafts.   

Religious/Spiritual Development  

Programs which may offer a variety of activities and which feature an emphasis on religious 
instruction or spiritual development.   

Special Needs  

Programs for young people with health issues or physical or developmental disabilities. A variety 
of activities are available in a setting with adapted facilities or specially-trained staff.   



Sports Programs  

Residential and day programs with a specific sports emphasis, for all ages and ability levels.   

6.3.2       Preliminary Sudaca Plan Considerations   

The Ontario Camping Association (OCA) lists 400 different camps which are members of this 
association. Their 2001 Camp Guide lists residential and day camps which provide several 
thousand different types of programs and experiences offered by these camps.    
In this next section, a series of planning considerations and questions with respect to the future of 
Sudaca are outlined. These are to be reviewed with the Steering Committee and perhaps shared 
with the public.   

A.  OPPORTUNITIES   

1.  Current Sudaca Program    

a) Existing
 
 
  

Land Based 
  
  

Water Based 
  

 crafts  
   canoeing   

 archery  
   kayaking   

 
camping 
  
  

sailing   

 biking  
   fishing   

 rock climbing nature study 
  

 cooking    
 Cycle smart  

2. Potential Activities   

a)  Day Camp 
Including the above, a partial list from OCA also includes art instruction (Art Gallery of Sudbury, 
art clubs and associations), wood working, theatre arts, dance, music, sports, horseback riding, 
ropes course, outdoor leadership training, camping skills, first aid training, sailing, science. 
 
b)  Residential Camp 
Given the fact that the East End of Ramsey Lake has extensive land holdings, a residential camp 
could be developed, pending review by the Steering Committee. In addition to the activities listed 
above, out trips are typically offered as part of residential camps. 
 
c)  Family Camp 



A series of small cabins with a central dining hall/meeting place could also be developed on the 
Sudaca site.   

3. Potential Facilities    

Building – lodge (size to be determined) 

• Evening, weekend rentals, meetings, receptions, weddings  
• Central meeting/activity area  
• “City Park” Visitor Centre  

Accessory buildings are typically activity specific – A list will be developed pending plan 
resolution.   

4. Number of Campers  

What numbers of campers should Sudaca attempt to…..   

5. Program Ideas   

a) Day Camps – see list above 
 
b)  Residential camp- refer to previous list 
cabin development, leads to outdoor trips (overnight camping) 
 
c)  Family Camp   

6. Challenges/Questions With Respect to Sudaca (Discussion) 

• how do we maintain of semi-wilderness experience?  
• how big do we get? – group size  
• adult or children uses; target groups  
• How will the Ramsay Trail Interface with a day or resident camp?  
• vandalism considerations  
• how environmentally focused should the camp become?  
• role of neighbours (NDCA, university, local residents, area recreationists) 

 
Operational Considerations – City, service, club  

• profit, not for profit basis  
• staffing considerations  
• role of volunteers, “Friends of Sudaca” role of corporate community  
• marketing and promotion  
• funding strategy  

 



East End of Ramsey Lake Master Plan 
Public Input Session 
Tom Davies Square 
Council Chambers Commencement: 7:00 p.m. 
2001-02-28 Adjournment: 8:30 p.m. 

D. BATTAINO IN THE CHAIR 

Present 
P. Dopson, C. Lefebvre, Councillor Mike Petryna, Rodger Todhunter, Dennis Castellan, Dr. David 
Pearson,  
Councillor David Courtemanche 

City Officials 
M. Simeoni, T. Chee Wu, L. Harack, R. Carré, C. Gore, C. Dent, D. Bonin, Recording Secretary 

Others 
Paul Sajatovic, Staff Person representing the Nickel District Conservation Authority; Members of 
the Public 

PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

D. Battaino welcomed everyone. R. Todhunter and D. Castellan gave presentation on plans. D. 
Battaino invited members of the public to bring forward comments, suggestions and 
presentations. 

Don Lamothe 
D. Lamothe asked if any plans for the residential area and expressed concerns for the road 
conditions, lighting and security for the residents and the proposed trails. Lamothe questioned 
why property at the end of the road was not in the plans. 

Maureen Lacroix 
M. Lacroix congratulated the Committee on their work. M. Lacroix expressed concern regarding 
noise and echo. Stated that vehicles are were noisy and invited committee members to join her 
on her deck for tea to experience the noise. M. Lacroix also commented on the fact that years 
ago there were no lights and that since a number of buildings have been erected the 
whippoorwills have disappeared. Wildlife should be preserved. Parking lot should not be close to 
the water as most residents around the lake drink the water. 

Clarence White 
C. White expressed concerns regarding the process involved in procedures that he has 
witnessed. Walking trails would be good idea. Expressed concerns regarding the concession 
building and the fact that it has not yet been fully utilized. Suggested that the area should be 
cleaned up before proceeding with building a park. 

Tom Todd 
Expressed concern regarding the toboggan area and the fact that the trees have grown over. 
Enquired about the $450,000 that the Provincial Government supplied for upgrades to the area 
several years ago. Suggested that walking trails would be beautiful. Expressed concerns 
regarding the traffic and the poor condition of the roads in the area. Suggested planting trees to 
conceal the proposed dump site and suggested that the city would patrol area for garbage being 
dumped as it has been a problem in the past. 



Gerard Courtin 
G. Courtin stated that he was an environmental biologist and asked how the committee proposed 
melding recreation activities and should include cross country skiing and snowmobiling. 
Reminded committee that much of year is white. Asked what the committee plans for Whiteway. 

Suggested that trails should be carefully routed. Environmental quicksand that should be 
addressed. J. Courtin asked that the committee be sensitive to issues and concerns. 

Sarah Walker 
S. Walker comments on being a member of the first Bell Park Master Plan Committee. Expressed 
concerns regarding the dark sky and the fact that local astronomers have found it difficult to see 
due in part to the lights along Bell Park Walkway. Suggested that Boardwalk had been spoiled 
due to poor lighting and that the vision of the Boardwalk had been lost. Original plans were to use 
cedar, however now there are patches of womanised lumber. Suggested that Council had not 
taken the Bell Park Master Plan seriously and expressed hopes that this committee would be 
serious with their mission. Advised the audience members that they should keep an eye on what 
is happening in our community and that we should be watchdogs for the East End plans. 
Commented that the plans appear to be beautiful thus far. 

Peter Dopson 
P. Dopson commented on the fact that he had also been a member of the Bell Park Master Plan 
Committee. Suggested that members of these committees need to be reminded that we are 
stewards of good citizenship and that the citizens of our community take this seriously. P. Dopson 
also suggested that these committees work behind the scenes and that all meetings cannot be 
entirely open book, most of the meetings are grinding out the work after which plans are brought 
to Council. Citizens should address their concerns if they are interested in the cause and put 
pressure on the politicians. Suggested that citizens should step forward at public forums but 
should not be surprised when things do not go as the public desires. P. Dopson encouraged the 
citizens to be vocal and to make their feelings known and that they should not stop here. 

Don Lamothe 
D. Lamothe stated that as he listened to input, some of the ideas were great and that the 
committee had a good vision. He expressed concerns with long term planning for maintenance. 
He also suggested that the roads should be fixed, the lighting should be adequately supplied, the 
railroad tracks should be repaired. Stated that people were getting stuck on the railroad tracks 
and noted that there were holes two feet in depth. Suggested that the Plan revealed good vision 
but poor priorities. Had concerns as to whether the funding would continue in the future. 

 



"WHAT IF ?" WORKSHOP TOPICS   

East End of Ramsey Lake Master Plan 
Monday .February 12,2001 

"what if ? " workshop 

The process of the study to date has consisted of the consultants responding to the terms of 
reference which in turn are discussed and honed at group meetings. Our agenda is usually and 
by necessity very controlled in order to get through the material. There are many ‘voices’ at the 
table and due process does not always allow the project to benefit from the knowledge, expertise 
and interests of people involved. 

A "what if?" workshop is being conducted in order to tap into the thoughts and opinions of the 
individuals involved in the master plan process (we will obviously repeat some things we have 
already discussed – this is not a problem we may see them in a new light). The session is 
intended to be a brainstorming session and should not last more than 11/2 –2 hours. We should 
be wrapping up by 8:00p.m.+/-. 

At this point in the process I think that we can all agree that the east end is generally considered 
to be the ‘quiet and natural part’ of the lake - a counterpoint to the sizzle of the west end. 

The focus of the evening will be the east end of the lake and more specifically the four(4) main 
management zones of this area ; Moonlight Beach /Frenchmen’s Bay, Camp Sudaca, 
Urban/Residential Interface and the Natural (NDCA ,Crown and City lands) 

In order to place this session in a relevant context we should think in terms of a 50 year horizon. 
This will keep our thinking broad ,loose and open ended. 

Session No.1 Human Themes 
We will focus on the ‘human event ’ scenario as it applies to the four management zones. We will 
brainstorm human event themes and activities that we believe have a strong and potential 
relationship to this area 
(i.e. the 4 management zones). 
 
For example: 

• the lake was once used to harvest ice for ice boxes - pre refrigerator days  
• picnics  
• Aboriginal use of the area  
• recreation  

Session No.2 Natural Themes 
We will focus on the ‘natural events’ scenario as they apply to the four (4) management zones. 
We will brainstorm the ‘natural events themes and activities that we believe have a strong and 
relevant significance to this area (i.e. the 4 management zones) 
 
For example: 

• water quality, surface drainage ,etc,  
• trails  
• basin characteristics  
• geology  



• natural vegetation (also ,impact of pollution, etc.)  

Castellan Luciw James + Architects In. 
Rodger Todhunter & Associates Inc. 
S.Kirchhefer Limited 

 
"WHAT IF ?"  WORKSHOP RESULTS  

Monday, February 12, 2001 
Location: Older Adult Centre 
Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Present:  
Lois Harack, Dave Pearson,  Mary Waddell,  Peter Dopson,  Mark Simeoni, Mike 
Petryna, 
Chris Gore,  Cindy Dent,  Bob Rogers,  Joel Scodnick, Dave Battaino,  Reál 
Carré, Ted Durbas,   
Tin Chee Wu,  Tim James,  Dennis Castellan 

Distribution: 
All in Attendance,  Dave Courtemanche,  Angelo D’Agostino, Lynn Moulaison,  
Paul Sajatovic, Rodger Todhunter 

1. Dennis reviewed the agenda issued to everyone and then quickly presented a section of 
1987 Ramsey Lake Waterfront Study to demonstrate the notion of metaphor and some of 
the strategies used for that study as an example (of one process).  

2. Both Dave Pearson and Barb Rogers emphasized the need to stress the fragile nature of 
Ramsey Lake.  

3. The people in attendance broke into two groups to brainstorm the two themes identified 
by this evening’s work session, Natural Themes and Human Themes.  

4. Each group presented a summary of their respective theme sections. 

Concluding Remarks: 

1. Bob Rogers indicated that three essential words appear to describe the session that 
evening. 
SANCTUARY, STEWARDSHIP AND CELEBRATION  

2. Dennis suggested that two other considerations be kept in mind: 
Everyone should begin concentrating on ‘key words’ that reflect the notion of the mission 
statement. We should not get preoccupied at this time with crafting the statement. The 
statement should be self-evident and explanatory in a simple and direct manner in order 
to be meaningful and quickly understood by the public.  

3. Dennis also indicated that a ‘sense of ritual’ did not appear in any of the evening’s 
discussions and that this should be given some serious consideration. For example, in 
Finland there is a spring ritual of burning fires that is quite ceremonial. The notion of 
rituals can be self-made at this point, relative to seasons, special events, etc. – but 
related to some historical, natural or cultural events.  

Meeting concluded at 8:30 p.m. 



"WHAT IF" 

NATURAL THEMES SESSION 
Group One  

1. "Ribbon of Life" to surround the lake – it is a preservation and protection band that should 
extend into the lake (to a point where the water is approximately 2 m in depth) and 
approximately 8 m back from the water’s edge. This ribbon will protect the fragile nature 
of the lake and the life and natural systems in this zone.  

2. Ramsey Lake is a very fragile entity. It should be made clear that it is fragile; it is a 
reservoir of life. It is a source of groundwater and it is a spring fed lake.  

3. Consider the east end of Ramsey Lake as an opportunity to study the affects of climate 
change. Consider it a research project that can have interpretive and educational 
benefits. There are many opportunities to translate this into specifics in a variety of areas, 
etc.  

4. The impact of fertilizing the lake is an ongoing concern (reference also "Ribbon of Life").  
5. If you look after the land, the water will take care of itself.  
6. Consider the ribbon of life as a ‘sieve that saves’.  
7. The area from Frenchman’s Bay to South Bay should be protected forever from 

residential and commercial development.  
8. The shoreline is sensitive.  
9. An impact zone should be applied to the entire lake (i.e. extend notion of "Ribbon of 

Life").  
10. Ramsey Lake exists within an ancient shield of rock. (Exploit this).  
11. Interesting to note - Ramsey Lake has never been acidified. This is quite odd considering 

its location relative to INCO. It is quite possible that the geology relative to the lake has 
had a beneficial impact (i.e. relationship of atmosphere and geology has had a very 
interesting affect on Ramsey Lake).  

12. Consider Ramsey Lake as an opportunity to study glaciation.  

NATURAL THEMES SESSION 
Group Two 

1. The idea of sanctuary; wildlife, flora, fauna, ornithology (bird watching), astronomy – 
improved sitting this more secluded area, natural beauty and tranquility of area.  

2. Great vistas to the west and south shores of the lake.  
3. Manage area and the variety of shared uses, east end is a ‘natural quiet’ in contrast to 

the ‘sizzle’ of the west end.  
4. Can organized history help people see, understand and realize the natural beauty of the 

area?  
5. Increase non-motorized access to the area, for example from urban/rural east zone, 

conservation area (South Bay Road access point) from the lake, i.e. skating/skiing trail.  
6. Preservation of the area for the long-term.  
7. Ensure natural area between Moonlight/Sudaca and bypass are preserved in a natural 

setting. Restrict further development and content to park lands.  
8. Limit motorized access to Moonlight Beach node.  

HUMAN THEMES SESSION 
Group One  

1. Consider treating Ramsey Lake as a ‘person’ as opposed to a thing. As a person, it has 
rights, a soul, etc.  

2. Consider Ramsey Lake as an elder to be respected and protected. You could also 
consider it as something young. Use, respect + protect as a graphic symbol.  



3. Can we not manage this lake, thereby better protecting it?  
4. The east end of Ramsey Lake missed the impact of significant development on the lake 

during the 1980s and because there was little development on the lake during the 1990s, 
it has remained relatively intact, undiscovered and relatively unknown. This is an 
opportunity.  

5. A long-term public realm statement must be developed.  
6. The drainage boundary must be defined - define the watershed. Make the watershed a 

very real, tangible trailpath that can be walked, discovered, crossed (i.e. like the 
watershed on 144 – only more so. It should be more than a perceptual boundary, but a 
real boundary to be discovered.  

7. A long-term vision should include a water’s edge trail around the entire lake that can be 
accessed from points outside the lake as well.  

8. There should be connectivity to highlights and special features, for example, the 
waterfalls on the south side in the NDCA lands, etc.  

9. Given the general desire to preserve and protect the east end of Ramsey Lake, it would 
be beneficial to connect the east end of Ramsey Lake to the ‘Barrens’ across the bypass. 
The juxtaposition of these two lands presents us with an excellent time-lab.  

10. The east end should always be considered a community asset to be protected and kept 
for the public.  

11. The role of the east end of Ramsey Lake should be defined clearly so that over time the 
role of the east end of Ramsey Lake can be distinguished from the anticipated roles of 
other lakes in the community. The east end of Ramsey Lake should be considered part of 
a larger system of lakes.  

12. The east end of Ramsey Lake should have a ‘statement of protection’, much like that of 
the Bell Park component.  

13. The Ojibway name for the lake, Lake Bitimagamasing, means water that lies on the side 
of the hill.  

14. The long-term view should be to relocate the access road to Sudaca in order to make 
greater use of the Moonlight Beach waterfront for people. This road is our ‘Gardner 
Expressway’.  

15. Friends of Sudaca should develop into a more organized entity that resembles the friends 
groups created by many of the parks, such as Kilbear, Killarney, etc., wherein these 
groups raise substantial amounts of money and public awareness for these respective 
areas. This includes such things as developing books, pamphlets and newsletters; the 
themes of which could be specific to the east end of Ramsey Lake.  

16. We should consider developing a graphic symbol for the east end of Ramsey Lake.  
17. "LIVE LONG, LEARN LOTS"  

  

HUMAN THEMES SESSION 
Group Two 

1. Moonlight Beach is used by many service agencies (200 kids+, families, etc.) during the 
summer. Area is heavily used.  

2. Parking lot at Moonlight Beach is confusing; there are concerns regarding safety and 
signage.  

3. Road access to Camp Sudaca is in bad shape and has a dangerous curve.  
4. Can beach activities at Moonlight Beach and other activities at Camp Sudaca be 

shared/integrated?  
5. Development of a water park was discussed.  
6. Develop node at Moonlight Beach to support beach recreations and access to adjacent 

lands for trim orienteering/natural trail system/winter activities, i.e. snowshoeing, cross 
country skiing, sliding hills, ice fishing, etc. Promote year-round access to the area.  

7. Develop community gardening programs, winter recycling, composting strategies.  



8. Can day camp be developed into a residential camp.  
9. Explore winter camping opportunities, i.e. winter camping school, winter carnival.  
10. Promote stewardship at the east end of Ramsey Lake. Create a ‘friends of the 

environment’ to set parameters for programming.  
11. Solicit First Nations groups to animate programming and participate in stewardship at the 

east end.  
12. Consider snow machines access to the site.  
13. Convert the rail line on the north end of the lake to a trail. (Rail to trail).  
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