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What is Best Start?



A provincial initiative managed by the 
City. 

Best Start’s plan is to strengthen healthy 
development, early learning and child 
care during a child’s first years.  



Children in Ontario will be ready 
and eager to learn by the time 

they start Grade 1.



Best Start is in two phases:

1. Expansion of child care, early learning 
– City of Greater Sudbury approved 
plan in October 2005.

2. Services that support families with 
children from birth through Grade 1, 
provided or co-ordinated by 
community hubs.



What does this plan 
involve?



Community Profile

Inventory and mapping of all existing 
services.

Number of children/families, ethnicity, 
at risk, and other demographics.



City of Greater Sudbury’s Vision

Universal access to a full range 
of early learning and care 

services and supports.



What are Hubs?



Located in or near schools.

A place where families and/or children 
can access child care, specialized 
services, information, parenting 
support.



Some of the Key Principles

Community based
Welcoming
Culturally and linguistically sensitive
Flexible
Best practice/outreach
Services integrated across systems



How many?

26 across the “neighborhoods” in the City of 
Greater Sudbury.  This includes:

16 English
9  Francophone
4 Francophone outreach
1 aboriginal 
Aboriginal presence at all hubs.



Who will run them?



Existing Ontario Early Years Centres 
and satellites;

other existing services eg. Our 
Children Our Future, Centre de santé.



Who developed this plan?



Best Start Network and 
sub groups
Representation from all 
4 Boards of Education
Public Health
Child Care/Early 
Learning Service 
Providers
Aboriginal Community

Parents
City staff
Ministry of 
Children and 
Youth Services
Service providers
Health agencies



Who will provide 
specialized services?



Children’s Services of MCYS:

Speech and language
Infant Development
Children’s Mental Health
Healthy Babies Healthy Children
Developmental Services
Child Welfare
Central Access etc.



What is the City’s role?



Manage the child care system;
support and lead Best Start Network and its 
sub groups;
support and facilitate the development and 
implementation of the plan;
support and coordinate all hubs across the 
City;
participate in ongoing monitoring and 
evaluation.



Why support this plan?



This initiative brings together health, 
social services, education, local and 
provincial governments and parents;
builds on existing community 
strengths, resources and expertise;
will definitely make Sudbury a place 
where people will want to live and 
raise their children.
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